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As the Lenten season is ending, we begin to look towards Pentecost, the day the Holy Spirit descended and  Peter 
preached and baptized several thousand people. Acts 2, demonstrated the life of the church and how the people of 
the church related to one another.  
 

44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds[j] to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they 
broke bread at home[k] and ate their food with glad and generous[l] hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 

Aside from Pentecost, at East Union, we also move closer to the Annual Meeting for Central Plains Mennonite   
Conference. This past January we conducted a five-part sermon and Sunday school class series discussing, Being 
God’s Faithful Community: A Covenant of Spiritual Practices. This covenant, along with other agenda items (coming 
soon), will be discussed by delegates from congregations across the conference. 
 

One of the aspects of deciding to adopt or abandon the covenant is the issue of discernment. “Discernment is an 
act of wisdom or detection marked by an insight into a person’s character or by an event that comes through in-
sight that goes beyond the facts given.” Our hope and desire is that through our careful prayer, petition, and     
observation we may better understand the character of God and how God desires us to act. This discernment must 
be done both individually and corporally. To do this well, a congregation like East Union, must have participation in 
the discernment process from the majority of the body. 
 

In part, this is why, the elders and I have written up several points for consideration as we discern the conference 
covenant together. They include the following: 
 

 The decision for East Union to support the Central Plains Mennonite Conference covenant document, or not, 
has not been made.  This is why your input is important. 

 The time to express concerns and affirmations is now. 

 Joel and the Elders do not take the input personally, but we do take it seriously. 

 We may be at different points personally, yet we value every input. 

 You are encouraged to share with Joel in writing or in person. 

 As we, the congregation, vet the covenant document, we believe an affirmation to support, or not to support, will be 
the most accurate representation after this process. 

 And, the delegates to Central Plains Mennonite Conference (Nyle Kauffman, Bruce and Karen Harvey, Nelson Miller, 
Janet Geyer, and Joel Beachy) will be better prepared to represent us based upon this input. 

 

On May 11, we will have a town hall meeting with Dave Boshart to discuss any questions, concerns, and comments 
that have been gathered by the elders and myself regarding the covenant document. This will be a final opportunity 
to ask questions and help instruct the delegates on how to best represent East Union. Please be in prayer as we 
better understand how to walk together as the body of Christ, not only at East Union Mennonite Church, but with 
our brothers and sisters across Central Plains Mennonite Conference, Mennonite Church USA, and Christians from 
other denominations, here, and around the world. 
 

Peace and Blessings,  Pastor Joel Beachy 
 
“Bible Gateway Passage: Acts 2 - New Revised Standard Version,” Bible Gateway, accessed March 25, 2016, https://www.biblegateway.com/

passage/?search=Acts+2&version=NRSV. 
Colin Duriez et al., Dictionary of Biblical Imagery (Downers Grove, Ill: IVP Academic, 1998), http://amproxy.palni.edu/login?url=http://
search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=650443&site=ehost-live.  

From the Pastor’s Desk  

A P R I L  2 0 1 6  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26984j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26985k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26985l


 

2 

Mennonite Women Meeting - April 5 

A friend is 

someone 

who reaches 

for your 

hand but 

touches your 

heart. 

“There is nothing 

more truly artistic 

than to love people.” 
       -Vincent Van Gogh  

Scripture:  

Luke 24:13-35 
 

Devotional Leader:  

Jane Miller 
 

Project: Cash for Crooked 

Creek Christian Camp 

Sack Lunch 

 

CHOW  

Wednesday, April 6 
Meal begins at 6 pm    

with program for all ages 

beginning at 7 pm 

 

Potluck Dinner 
with visiting choir guests  

 

Sunday, April 10 

 

Update on Iglesia Centro Cristiano in Washington, Iowa 

    Greetings from Martha and Ramiro Hernandez and the congregation of Iglesia Centro Cristiano.  It is hard to 

believe that for almost 5 years now East Union has been in partnership with area churches in support of the efforts 

of Martha and Ramiro in planting their church in the community of Washington.  During the time that we have 

been in fellowship with Iglesia Centro Cristiano a number of folks from East Union have volunteered to supervise 

the youth in their Sunday School class.  People have gotten together to replace a leaky roof on one of their     

member’s homes and we of course have been supporting their mission financially.  Of course a tremendous thank 

you goes out to East Union for their support.  Hopefully we will have Martha come back to visit us this summer 

to give us an update of their works in Washington.   

    A few weeks ago I made an announcement in church seeking another church member who might be interested 

in serving as East Union’s representative as part of the coalition that fellowships together with the other churches, 

a representative from Central Plains and Martha and Ramiro from time to time.  You need not speak Spanish to 

participate in this endeavor. 

    Please feel free to contact me if you have any interest or simply find me during fellowship time after church. 

Dios les bendiga, (God bless you all) 

Greg Yoder 
greg20yoder@yahoo.com 
319-541-4678 

mailto:greg20yoder@yahoo.com
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   We did it!  

We had a goal of  contributing 3,000 

items/dollars to the Kalona Food   

Pantry and our grand total was 3,219, 

including a check for over $2,200! 
 

   Great job, East Union! 
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Greetings, I’m Sarah Yoder!  

I’m Greg’s wife and the proud 

mother of Norah (10) and 

Ethan (8). I grew up in      

Dubuque, attended University 

of Northern Iowa and taught in 

San Antonio, Texas following 

college. Greg and I were     

married 14 years ago and we 

first lived in Washington, Iowa.  

We have lived in Iowa City for 

the past 9 years.  I am an Instructional Coach and interven-

tion teacher at Kirkwood   Elementary in Coralville.  
 

“What is your favorite thing about East Union?” 

I have felt welcomed and part of East Union since I first 

attended with Greg before we were married. I grew up in the 

Catholic church and attended Catholic schools through high 

school.  While I respect the traditions and sacraments of the 

Catholic church, I appreciate the personalization of the 

church services at East Union. I appreciate the variety of  

music, sermons and especially when we share our faith    

journeys (highs and lows) during sharing time. 
 

“What are the 3 words that best describe you?” 

Passionate. Dedicated. On-going learner. 
 

“What is your most favorite childhood memory?” 

I grew up in Dubuque with my parents and two sisters. My 

family took infamous camping road trips each summer.   

Every year we would encounter car troubles, strange adven-

tures, get lost (in the days before GPS) and we would always 

make memories that we still relive through stories and     

photos today.  As an adult, I am thankful to build memories 

with my family during our travels.  
 

“If you could spend 15 minutes with any person, past or 

present, who would it be and why?”  For 39 years of my 

life, I sought counsel from my Dad. He lent a listening ear for 

every decision I have faced in life, big or small. He             

consistently offered loving guidance and encouragement.  He 

passed away a year over a year  ago due to cancer so having 

15 minutes to talk with him in person would be a golden 

treasure.  
 

“What do you like to do in your spare time?” 

In my spare time I enjoy spending time with my family. We 

enjoy being outdoors, traveling and spending time with our 

friends. . When I can find rare moments to myself, I enjoy 

running, reading and most recently I just started experiment-

ing with photography.  
 

What is one thing most people wouldn’t know about you? 

I worked at Hy-Vee through high school and during college. I 

was filmed in a TV commercial as a “helpful smile in every 

aisle” that aired on our local station in Dubuque.  

“What is your favorite tradition?” (family, church, whatever) 

Family is integral part of our lives. We are extremely blessed 

with a close knit immediate family and wonderful extended 

families.  I enjoy family traditions of gathering at holidays to 

celebrate and enjoy each others company. I grew up spending 

time with my family, my sisters, my aunts and uncles and my 

cousins. It is such a joy to now watch my children enjoy time 

with their extended family just as I did.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi. I’m Isaac Beachy! 

 

“What do you like best 

about East Union?”    

I like going to church 

with a lot of people I 

know from my family, 

like my cousin Ava. 

 

“What do you want to 

be when you grow 

up?”   

I want to be an actor in 

Star Wars. 

 

“Who is a special person to you?”  Kale Bailey is special to 

me because he’s a good friend. He is one of the first kids I met 

at school and church. 

 

“Where do you go to school and what is your favorite      

subject?”   I attend Kalona Elementary, and I’m in the 1st 

grade. My favorite things at school are PE, recess, and art. 

 

“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been? What did you 

like most about it?”  

I traveled to Hawaii with my family to visit my aunt and un-

cle. My favorite things were beaches, the bay and eating star 

fruit. I like to be with my family and to make new friends, like 

Captain Jacques, who shared an octopus he caught. 

 

“What are the 3 words that best describe you?” 

Silly, smart and intelligent 

 Who’s in the Pew Next to You? 
This month we are getting to know Sarah Yoder and  

Isaac Beachy, 7 year old son of Joel & Christine 
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Hungry? Come eat for a good cause at our annual French Toast Benefit Breakfast 

on Saturday, April 16th, from 6:30AM - 10:30AM at Kalona Mennonite Church in 

memory of our daughter, Ivy Jane Yoder.   

 

Join us as we raise money to support the mission of Iglesia Zoar, a Mexican     

border church that works to transform the lives of stranded immigrants through 

education and supports them as they return home with the knowledge to build a 

better life for themselves and their communities.  You might  

remember Pastor Jose's visit to East Union last summer or the 

presentation by Doyle and Janet Geyer last month. 

 

The menu will include French toast, scrambled eggs, sausage, 

and homemade rolls.  There will be a free will donation and   

carryouts are available.  Contact Tammy Yoder at (319) 936-1987 

if you would like to volunteer! 

 

If you would like to contribute, but cannot attend, donations can be put in    

Trent and Tammy’s mailbox with checks payable to East Union (Please indicate 

“Ivy Yoder Benefit” in the memo) 

Ivy Yoder French Toast 
Breakfast will benefit  

Iglesia Zoar 
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Rent Free! 
 

Do you have: 

 A past or future  

event to share? 
 

 An announcement  

to pass along? 
 

 A fundraiser to promote? 

 A mission trip to share? 

 Anything else you  

would like to share with  

the congregation? 
 

We’d love to hear about it! 

Email eucares@kctc.net 

Thank you to everyone who 
gave their pocket change    

towards Coins for Camp and 
to all the kids who helped   

pull the wagon!  

A total of $235.83 was raised to 
help Crooked Creek Christian 

Camp purchase a new camera 
to be used for taking fabulous 

photos and slideshows.  

Great job everybody!  

Coins for Camp 
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      April  2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

1 

 

 

 

 

Colton Litwiller 

Chance Litwiller 

2 
 

 

 

3  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

Youth/Advocate 

Event 

 

Emerson Seward 

4 

 
 

Ryleigh Bontrager 

5 
 

Mennonite 

Women 
 

Annie Troyer 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

CHOW 

7 
 

 

Leola White 

8 

 

 

Oliver Nixon 

Steve Dachtler 

9 

 

 

 

10  Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

Potluck Dinner 
 

Bruce & Karen 

  Harvey ‘71 

11 

 
 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

13 
 

 

 

 14 

 
 

Lisa Schmidt 

 

15 
 

 

Greg Schmidt 

Doug Moberly 

16 
Ivy Yoder French 

Toast Breakfast 

Kalona Mennonite 

6:30 - 10:30 am  

 

Frank & Emily 

  Higdon ‘01 

17 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 

 

 
Chris Charles 

Jill Moberly 

 

 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

20 
 

 

April Schrock 

 

 

21 
 

 

22 
 

 

James Boller 

 

 

23 

 

 

Eric Yoder 

Abigail Miller 

24 Morning  

Worship 9:30am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

Gerald Yoder 

26 

 

 

27 

 

 

Kerry Saner-   

  Harvey 

28 
 

 

 

29 30 


