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From the Pastor’s Desk
A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. John 13:34 NIV
Each year at East Union, on the last Thursday before Easter we choose to celebrate a rather unique service,
Maundy Thursday. The name originates from “the Latin word mandtum, from which we get the English word
‘mandate.’ It literally means a command, and in relation to this particular holy day, refers to Christ’s command
for us to ‘love one another’ (John 13:34 NIV).”1
We choose to remember Maundy Thursday as the day,
we pass with Jesus into the darkness of his last night, a darkness that will tremble with evil forces—the
betrayal, the arrest, the scourging, and his ultimate death on the cross. This is a difficult night, a dark
night of the soul in which the determination of Jesus to go to the cross is set in vivid contrast to the
powers of evil against which he must struggle. We walk that path with him.2
We choose to celebrate the agape feast. The simplicity of the food represents the food eaten during the time of
Jesus- bread, cheeses, variety of nuts, and fruits. We commemorate the moment through the reading of scripture highlighting the abandonment, betrayal, humiliation, torture, anguish, surrender, and death of our savior,
Jesus Christ.
An essential element of the Maundy Thursday service is foot washing/hand washing. This was an intimate way
that Jesus displayed humility and upended the social norms. “By assuming the role of the servant, Jesus was
already demonstrating the love he would soon express in the humility of the cross—a love and sacrifice that the
disciples themselves did not understand.”3
So too, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. We participate in “the sign of the new covenant of salvation established
through the death and resurrection of Jesus.” 4We commemorate Jesus’ betrayal through the breaking of the
bread and the drinking of the cup. We view our own sin and betrayal towards Christ. “On this night we come
face-to-face in a fresh way with the message that we cannot find peace with God through our own works or
moral goodness. We can only trust in Jesus who died for us to set us free.”5
On March 24, we will celebrate Maundy Thursday together as a church. Starting at 6:30 p.m. we will eat, wash
feet, and celebrate the Lord’s Supper to commemorate the trial and tribulation that Jesus endured on our behalf. I invite you and your family to participate in this formal act of remembrance that we may fully receive the
command that Jesus gave to us to, “Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.”
Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Joel Beachy
_____________________________________
1 Richard

Abanes, He Is Risen: Reflections on Easter and the Forty Days of Lent (FaithWords, 2008).
Ancient-Future Time: Forming Spirituality through the Christian Year, 1St Edition edition
(Grand Rapids, Mich: Baker Books, 2004).
3 Ibid.
4 Ibid.
5 Ibid.
2 Robert E. Webber,

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
March 28 - MYF will host Fun Night
on Friday, April 2, 7:30 pm at IMS
with Denny Yoder’s and Alva Gingerich’s Sunday School Classes as
guests.

30 years ago: 1986

60 years ago: 1956
March 4 - A number of men of the
M.S.O. spent several days at Summerfield, Illinois helping clean up after the
recent tornado. Among those were Lyle
Yoder, Vernon Zook, Edwin Yoder,
Ralph Miller, Ed Knepp, V. David Miller,
Henry Beachy and Chris Bontrager.
March 15 - Pictures of the tornado disaster of Kansas and Oklahoma will be
shown at IMS at 7:45 pm.

50 years ago: 1966
March 6 - East Union Summer Bible
School will be held June 6 through June
17. Classes will be held from 6:45 to 9
P.M. Please notify Nita Miller, Leola
Hershberger, or Louise Brenneman if
you would like to teach.
March 27 - Mr. and Mrs. Edward M.
Yoder announce the adoption of a son,
Clair Vincent.

40 years ago: 1976
March 21 - A. Lloyd and Mary
Swartzendruber will be celebrating their
50th wedding anniversary on May 23.
Also this year a reunion is planned for
Pax people that were in Germany following World War II. Some friends have
suggested that money be given to A.
Lloyds for a travel fund to be used by
them for this. A basket has been placed
on the literature table for this purpose.

March 9 - East Union is building a
cabin for Crooked Creek Christian
Camp at Kalona Builders this week.
We will need 3 or 4 men per day and
the same amount for several evenings.
Monetary help would also be appreciated if you cannot help physically. See
or call Alvin Miller and let him know
which days you can work on this project.

20 years ago: 1996
March 3 - Thank you! Our family
enjoyed and appreciated the farewell
afternoon you planned for us, although you shouldn’t believe everything you heard that day! Thank you,
too, for the beautiful quilt. We feel
privileged that we were able to spend
the last 9 years with you and trust
God will lead us all in the future. Michael, Deb, Michelle, Teresa, and Joel.

10 years ago: 2006
March 5 - Our MYF will be selling
Butter Braids and Cookie Dough
throughout the month of March.
Please contact an MYFer to place
your order today. The last day to
order will be March 26. Orders will
be delivered April 1st.
March 12 - You are invited to an
Open House from 2-4 pm today to
celebrate the 50th wedding anniversary of Ed and Anna Yoder at East
Union. Your presence is our gift.
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Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Catrina Miiller and
Julia Boller, 11 year old daughter of Jeff & Carol
“Who has inspired you the most during your lifetime and
why?”
My dad. As long as I can remember I have
known that my dad will go out of his way to help people,
even when it’s inconvenient. One of his friends that died a
few years ago told me once that he had always told his
kids that if they ever need anything, that John is the guy to
call. Whether it’s doing the chores for a neighbor, doing
MDS work, or going to Haiti for Water for Life, he’s always
happy to help people even if he doesn’t know them.

I’m Catrina Miiller. I am in
my fourth year of being a
School Social Worker with
Grant Wood Area Education Agency. I am the oldest
of four kids, grew up about
two miles from IMS, attended Kalona Mennonite until I
married Joel and have been
attending East Union for
five years.

Hi. I’m Julia Boller. I am in the
6th grade. I am the youngest
child in my family. I have two
older brothers and one older
sister. Their names are Justin,
Jenna, and Jacob. My parents
are Jeff and Carol Boller. Our
family pets are five cats and
two rabbits. I am a 4-H member
and show animals and other
projects at the Johnson County
Fair each summer. The sports I
play are volleyball, softball,
and soccer. My favorite sport of
all is soccer. One of my favorite
hobbies is art. At school I am in an art program called ELP
Art.

“What is your favorite childhood memory?” Vacations

with my family. We went camping to local parks several
times each summer and we also went on an out of state
vacation most years. My parents purchased a time share
to make sure that we prioritized vacations and we used it
to go to Orlando, Wisconsin Dells, Colorado, Michigan,
and several others. Our last whole family vacation was
two years ago to Florida over Christmas.
“What is one thing people may not know about you?”
My first Mennonite Disaster Service experience was in
Texas when I was under 2 years old. I have a brief video
clip of me walking around on the roof with my dad, carrying his hammer, and it is rumored to have been shown on
a 20/20 episode about the recovery efforts of disaster
response organizations (though I’ve never seen a recording of the show). Since then I’ve served with MDS for a
total of 8 months in Mississippi, New York, and Hawaii as
a volunteer, and I’ve been on the Board since 2009.

“What do you like best about East Union?” I like that the
people want to know what is going on with you and I like that
the church does mission projects.
“What do you want to be when you grow up?”
I want to be a vet when I grow up.

“If you could spend 15 minutes with any person, past or
present, who would it be and why?” I think it would be
pretty interesting to get to spend 15 minutes with the
current president now or after the election, regardless of
their political party, and know that for those 15 minutes
the President of the United States is listening to what I
have to say.

“What is your favorite thing to do with your family?”
My favorite thing to do with my family is to go on vacation.
“Where do you go to school and what is your favorite
subject?” I go to Mid-Prairie Middle School and my favorite
subject is math.
“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you order most
there?” My favorite restaurant is Tequila Grill and my
favorite part of any meal there is the rice. It is awesome.

“If you could visit one place in the world, where would
it be and why?”
Dubai. I actually know very little
about it, but Joel has always wanted to visit there and one
of my friends from college is living there now so it would
be really exciting to visit!

“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been? What did you
like most about it?”
The farthest place I have been is Orlando, Florida when I went
to Disney World. My favorite part about it was the rides I
went on there.

“What is your favorite tradition?” My family is really
big on traditions, but my favorite tradition is our Christmas Eve tradition. Each year we go to Kalona Mennonite’s
Christmas Eve service and then spend the night at my
parent’s house. When we get back to their house after the
service, Santa has brought each of us one gift! Then we eat
summer sausage, cheese, crackers and ranch dressing and
watch movies until we go to bed.

“What is your favorite color?”
My favorite color is turquoise.
“What are the 3 words that best describe you?”
Athletic. Cheerful. Creative.
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Worrying
doesn’t take

Mennonite Women Meeting - March 1
“Worry is a misuse
of creativity.”

Scripture:
Matthew 6:25-34

away
tomorrow’s
troubles. It

Devotional Leader:
Marianna Miller
Project: Infant Care Kits
for MCC

takes away
today’s
peace.

Soup Lunch

CHOW

Remember to

Wednesday, March 2
Meal begins at 6 pm
with program for all ages
beginning at 7 pm

Sunday, March 13

Iowa Mennonite School 7pm

March 24 at 6:30

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
Pastor:
Joel Beachy - 319.591.0187
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Lauralee Kauffman - 319.354.3304
Jeff Swartzentruber - 319.656.4542
Karen Harvey - 319.656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894

5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org
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*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the April edition of the
Second Century Chronicle are due
by March 20. All contributions are
encouraged & welcome!

WOW!! This is what happened at CHOW on February 3rd!
A very enthusiastic group of kids and adults swarmed around
tables ready to pack food for malnourished and starving people
around the world. You broke all records by packaging 11,448
meals in record breaking time. As we observed the fun and
fellowship that was happening, we were very blessed. Thank you

on behalf of Kids Against Hunger and those dear people who will
receive a new lease on life by eating this food. You are an
encouragement to us.
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~ Ellis & Marcia Miller

Don’t forget to complete your
them to the table outside the
library by March 13th.
If you prefer to complete the
form online, scan the QR code
or go to the link below.

Today is the last Sunday the kids will be
pulling the wagon for Coins for Camp!
Lets help Crooked Creek collect coins that will go
towards the purchase of a new camera to take
photos and videos. CCCC’s plan is to post a
fabulous picture slideshow after each week long
camp with highlights from that week.

Every coin counts!
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Friday
March 4
What has become World Day of Prayer began when Christian women from various denominations in Canada and the United States recognized the critical role of prayer and peacemaking in
their mission work. The first organized “day of prayer for the world” was held in Canada in
January 1920. Women from the United States soon followed in February of the same year.
Now hundreds of thousands of women - and men, youth and children - from around the world
gather to collectively worship on the first Friday of March. Each year, women from a different
country serve as writers of the worship service and accompanying materials, interpreting the
chosen Scripture within their cultural context. Each of the 170 countries celebrating World Day
of Prayer has a committee of women representing many cultures, races, and faith traditions.
The offerings taken as part of the worship service remain in the country and each country’s
WDP committee is responsible for how the offering is used as it relates to the theme for each
year.
This year’s materials have been prepared by an ecumenical group of Christian women from
Cuba representing Baptist, Roman Catholic, Church of Christ, Salvation Army, Friends, Apostolic,
Methodist and Presbyterian denominations. World Day of Prayer was first celebrated in Cuba
in 1930 by Presbyterian women, and was celebrated ecumenically for the first time in 1981.
Today, Cuban women representing approximately 30 denominations will gather and join their
sisters world-wide in worship, prayer, and unity.
In the Kalona community, available records indicate that the first known WDP service was held
in 1984 with the host church as East Union Mennonite. This year’s service is also being hosted
by East Union Mennonite, and will be held on Friday, March 4 at the Pleasantview Home
Chapel. Fellowship and refreshments begin at 3:00 pm and the worship service at 3:45 pm. All
are invited to attend. An offering for WDP will be taken. Women from East Union Mennonite,
Holy Trinity Catholic (Richmond), Kalona Mennonite, Kalona United Methodist, Lower Deer
Creek Mennonite, and United Christian and Baptist are
leading the service. The theme this year is Receive Children,
Receive Me; the Scripture text is Mark 10:14 & 15. As we
listen to the women of Cuba throughout the service, we are
invited to seek Jesus with childlikeness and boldness. And
we are challenged and encouraged to wholly receive others,
as Jesus calls us, into the kingdom of God.
Submitted by Verna Zook
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MARCH 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

2
Mennonite
Women

6

Morning

7

Wed
Elise Hartsock

CHOW

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

Donna Hochstetler
Jen & Kerry SanerHarvey ‘07

Gene Bontrager
Tyler Erb

Ryan Knepp

11

12

Marlan & Ortun
Logan ‘69

Choir practice

8

9

10

Kendra Bailey
Idonea SanerHarvey

Anna Yoder

Worship 9:30am
Jacob Boller

Marguerite Zook
Bruce Harvey
Shirley Yoder
Danny Hershberger
Carrie Miller

Choir practice 7pm

13

14

Christine Maust
Beachy

Morning
Worship 9:30am

20 Morning
Worship 9:30am

15

21

22

16

17 18

Samuel Yoder
Elijah Yoder

Choir practice 7pm

Judy Showalter
Dave & Lisa
Yoder ‘84
Church Council
Meeting 7 pm

23

24

Ortun Logan
Ralph Fisher
Grace Miller
Jennifer SanerHarvey

25

Carmen Fernau
Judy Bontrager
Tommy Rhodes
Rich Droll

27 Morning

Nici Bontrager
Choir practice 7pm

28

29

30

31

Carol Boller
Emily Miller
Chris Tones

Jonathan Miller
Drew Blauvelt

Daniel & Nita
Miller ‘48

Worship 9:30am
No Sunday School

Jerre Erb

Maundy Thursday
Service 6:30 pm

9

19

Community
Service at IMS
7:00 pm

26

Congratulations
on your
milestone!
Clayton
Hershberger

