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From the Pastor’s Desk
In February, we will be entering the season of Lent. This is a part of the broader church’s liturgical calendar. This period of time begins with Ash Wednesday on February 10 and concludes when we celebrate
Easter on March 27. “Lent is that 40-day season when the church commemorates the 40 days Jesus spent
in solitude, in silence, and fasting in the wilderness” prior to the start of his ministry.
Each year during Lent, we have the opportunity to reflect and prepare ourselves for the Holy Week
through the spiritual practices of prayer, repentance, service, and self-denial. Many people within the
Mennonite church tradition celebrate this time by taking on or giving up something to help draw further
awareness of what God and the Holy Spirit are doing in our personal lives and the life of the church. This
year I encourage you to contemplate what spiritual practice the Holy Spirit may be calling you towards in
this season. Maybe there is something you need to give up or put down during this time that will help you
to focus more directly on what God is doing in your life. This may include a time of prayer in the morning
or evening. Maybe you are called to fasting from a particular food or drink. Each of us can consider what it
is that distracts us or diminishes are awareness of God’s spirit.
Throughout the Lenten series our congregation will be looking at how we are “Living Ink.” In the Leader
magazine, the authors of the worship resources are inviting us to discover through the scripture,
“a story of an Author inviting the people of God into the grand narrative—a tale that
encompasses all our struggles, pain, joys, and victories. This author calls us to co-authorship,
using our very lives to shape Jesus’ ongoing kingdom story.”

Please prayerfully consider how you, how East Union, can enter into the narrative of Jesus’ “kingdom
story.”
Sometimes we may feel that we are far away from Jesus’ story. Our daily lives, thoughts, joys, struggles,
do not seem compatible with the dramatic, tumultuous existence of Jesus and his disciples, as they journeyed to Jerusalem and to the cross. But we, too, are the actors and players in a continuing story that unfolds daily inside and outside of the church. How might we be transformed by the story of Jesus’ ministry,
death, and resurrection this Lenten season?
Blessings and Peace, Joel Beachy
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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
30 years ago: 1986

60 years ago: 1956
February 19 - Wallace Knepp and Wilma Swartzendruber were married Feb.
14 at Bethel Church. They are making
their home in Kalona.
February 26 - Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Miller
will leave for Elkhart, Ind. for orientation
which will precede their entering Voluntary Service.

50 years ago: 1966
February 6 - There will be an MYF
coasting party Monday night. The place
will be announced today.
February 20 - MYFer’s meet at the
Daniel Miller home for a taffy pull at 7:30
pm Wednesday.

40 years ago: 1976
February 15 - Our Father-Son MSO
Banquet is being planned for Thursday
evening, February 26. Dan Dickel will be
guest speaker. Sons 9 years and older are
invited to attend. Plan to attend even
though you missed being contacted last
Sunday. Call Francis Litwiller or Alvin
Miller if you need a ride to the church.
February 22 - Jeremy Lee was born to
Shirley and Gaylord Yoder last Monday,
February 16. We rejoice with them in
this happy event.

February 2 - Rod A. Janzen, presently serving as principal at Freeman
Academy & professor of Anabaptist/
Menn. history at Freeman Jr. College
in Freeman, SD, has been hired as
principal at IMS beginning with the
1986-87 school year.
February 16 - Next Sunday evening
your pastor will begin the Lenten Series on miracles from the Gospel of
John. The theme will be “Who is this
Man?” We will also have a film called
“Miracles.”

Bulletin Cover from
February 11, 1996

20 years ago: 1996
February 11 - On February 25th we
will have a potluck noon meal followed by a farewell for Michael, Deb
and family.
February 18 - Registrations for
Mennonite World Conference in
India, 1997, are available in the office.

10 years ago: 2006
February 5 - This is soup weather.
Please save Campbell and Swanson
soup labels. Bring to church and place
in basket under mailboxes. Also General Mills box tops for education are
accepted.
February 12 - Youth/Advocate Pizza
and Game Night. Sunday, Feb 26 at 5
pm in the fellowship hall. Youth bring
a pizza. Adults bring dessert and/or
drink. Everyone bring your favorite
board game! Contact Greg & Sarah
Yoder if you have any questions.
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Who’s in the Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know Steve Groenewold and
Sam Yoder, 12 year old son of Trent & Tammy
Kara and I, Cade,
Ella & Seth live in a
farmhouse 5.6 miles
east of the church. It’s
the house Kara’s dad
(Tom Bailey) grew up
in and the place her
grandpa lived his
entire life. We’re
lucky to have a great
view and access to
picturesque sunrises
and sunsets. As far as
work, I get to spend
my day doing Bioinformatics for Integrated DNA Technologies, the world’s
largest provider of custom DNA located right here in Coralville.

“What is one of your favorite childhood memories?”
One memory form around age 6 is getting accidentally left
at the mall in Spencer after a family dinner at Happy Joe’s.
Mom needed to pick up something in a store and left separately. I tried to catch up, but didn’t find her, only to come
back to the pizza parlor and find that Dad and the others
had already left. After getting very scared and starting to
cry, the wait staff and others took care of me (free ice
cream and pop!) and waited with me until my family got
home and we could call them to come get me. It was a
powerful way of learning the message that the world isn’t
such a scary place, and that most people will go out of their
way to help you when you need it.
Hi, my name is Sam Yoder
and I’m 12 years old. I go to
school at Mid Prairie Middle
School and I’m in 6th grade. I
live on the outskirts of Kalona
with my parents, Trent and
Tammy Yoder and my younger brother Henry. My sister,
Ivy, is part of our family in
heaven. My family has two
cats: Dink VIII and Dink X. My
favorite cat is Ten because he
always has a vacant look in his
eyes that make him look adorable! Fun fact: I once substituted my birthday cake for a
French Silk Pie!

“What is your favorite thing about East Union?” Even
though I may not be a lifer, East Union is without a doubt my
home church. Moving a few times as a kid meant I never
attended one church for more than 6 or 7 years. I’ve been at
East Union for almost 20 years now and am fortunate to have
many deep connections here. People most often see me involved in music here. I feel incredibly fortunate to have landed at a church with such musical gifts. Growing up in Lutheran churches where the organist often drowned out the congregation (maybe for good reason?), the power of the music
we get to experience is something I never take for granted.
“What is one thing people may not know about you?”
Some people may not know I was a high school math teacher
in Solon for 3 years before jumping ship on the teaching profession. I enjoyed it, but I’m now in the career I was meant to
be in. One thing’s for certain, teachers do God’s work.

“What is your ideal day?”
My ideal day would be if I won the lottery, got 100 million
dollars, bought a mansion, started a business, and became
president of the world.

“Who would you like to meet from the Bible and why?” I’d
love to go back and meet Paul, to be back in Palestine in the
first century after Jesus lived, to feel the energy they felt and
understand Jesus’s message the way they did. The question
I’d ask is how they managed to write down all of Jesus’s
teachings and sermons. Was there a scribe scribbling furiously as He talked? Did the disciples put out a press release after
the Sermon on the Mount? People needed better memory
skills back then - did they commit entire speeches to memory
as they heard them?

“What do you like best about East Union?” Pastor Joel is
super nice! He is always smiling and is interested in finding
out about people’s lives.
“Who is your hero and why?”
John Cena - I would like to be a famous pro wrestler someday
too! (ha)
“What do you want to be when you grow up?”
I would like to be a Lego set designer. I have ideas for
amazing spaceships.

“What are your favorite traditions?” My favorite family
tradition is Thanksgiving dinner. No presents, less holiday
stress. After all the preparations for the meal are finished,
getting to sit down with extended family and stop to eat and
talk for an hour or two followed by more time with family
watching football and eating 3 pieces of pie. My favorite
church tradition is singing carols in the dark at the end of
Christmas Eve. I remember singing Silent Night in 2002 when
Kara’s brother Seth was hospitalized in Iowa City and Cade
was still in the NICU in Des Moines and being overwhelmed
by the beauty and meaning of that one moment.

“What is your favorite restaurant? What do you order most
there?” My favorite restaurant is Tequila Grill in Kalona.
The Texas Nachos there are heavenly because they include
SHRIMP!
“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been?”
I’m going to Puerto Rico at the end of February with my
mom’s family to celebrate my grandparent’s 50th anniversary!
“What are the 3 words that best describe you?”
Random, Funny & CRAZY.
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A smile is as
contagious

Mennonite Women Meeting - February 2
“Creativity is best
measured in
faithfulness and joy.”

Scripture:
Matthew 25:14-30
Devotional Leader:
Anna Yoder
Project: Food Pantry/Cash

Sack Lunch

CHOW

as a
yawn...and
remembered
more fondly
when it’s
gone.

Jr. MYF Soup-er Bowl
Fundraiser - Feb. 7

February 3
Meal begins at 6 pm with program for all ages beginning
at 7 pm

Please join the Jr. MYF for a lunch of soup
and salad following Sunday School. The
funds raised will be used for a group summer activity along with other expenses that
will occur until the new school year.

We will be packing meals for
Kids Against Hunger and
knotting comforters for MCC.

Guest-Host Night or Noon Revived!
What is guest-host night or noon?



It is a designated Sunday (traditionally a Sunday evening) where people in the church are invited to someone’s house
for a light meal and a few hours together. Sometimes they play games; sometimes they visit. It is a fun time getting to
know each other better.



You decide if you want to participate. We hope you do! You must sign up to be included, but all, including children, are
invited.
When is it?



February 21, at a time to be arranged by your host
How do we get involved?




A sign-up form will be available for 2 Sundays




You indicate if you will be able to do the noon meal or evening meal





Place your form in the basket at the back of the church



Ask Lisa Schmidt, Grace Rempel, or Nici Bontrager

You indicate on the form if you want to be a host or a guest (don’t feel bad if you are unable to host! We cannot all be
hosts, and you can take your turn another time!)
You indicate how many people you can accommodate as a host or how many people from your family will attend as
guests
A committee will randomly assign guests to hosts, keeping in mind the number that can be accommodated

You will be notified who your guests are or who your host is
Questions?

4

Winterfest
2016
January 15-17 was Winterfest at Crooked Creek. We took 11 youth from
East Union to make for a total of 65 energetic junior high campers from
about 8 churches from the area. The topic of the weekend was "Bible
Thumpin' 101" led by Michael Swartzentruber. Each worship was led off by
the IMS Praise Band. Michael challenged the youth to dig deeper into each
scripture passage to find hidden meanings that can help us understand the
Bible better. The cold weather kept most of the activities indoors. We had
multiple crafts to work on in the Pavilion. The Activity Center had floor
hockey and rock climbing as the main events. There was a time to be outside
on a nature hike where the youth found plenty of slippery spots. One favorite activity was the video challenge where groups were to act out from a list
of challenges. The recap of the activity was enjoyed by all. As the weekend
wound down on Saturday night, we ended with another edition of Fish Bowl.
Sunday morning's worship wrapped up with each small group sharing the
story they studied. Coming back home to the church, the youth were exhausted from a awesome weekend spent with each other.

East Union
Jr. MYF
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FEBRUARY 2016
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Marianna Miller
Joe Martinez
Bev Swartzentruber

Wed

Thu
4

3

Fri
5

Sat
6

Herb Miller

Mennonite
Women

Madalyn Carolan
Adina Miller
David & Chris
Charles ‘77

CHOW

Kristi Miiller

7

Morning

8

9

10

11

Tim & Denise
Litwiller ‘02

Jon Miiller

Byron Miller
Karenza Yoder

16

17

18

12

13

Worship 9:30am

Jr. MYF Soup-er
Bowl Fundraiser

Ken Hochstedler

Catrina Miiller
LaMar Miller

14

Marriage Care 15
Breakfast 8 am
Morning
Worship 9:30am
James Miller
Jeff Boller
Jeff Swartzentruber
Jace Rempel
Linnea Slabaugh
Lincoln Schrock

Annual Business
meeting 6:30 pm
Church Council 7pm

21 Morning

22

19

Bea Knepp

20

Garrett Gingerich
Vince Rhodes
Aiden Kolck

Jeremy Yoder

23

Kara Yoder
Doyle Geyer
Jonathon
Hershberger
Linda & Chris
Tones ‘05

24

25

26

27

Fiona Graber
Dale & Linda
Miller ‘59

Dave Yoder
Emma George

Worship 9:30am

Guest Host
Night or Noon

28 Morning
Worship 9:30am

Tina Erb

29

Loretta Kauffman
Neil Yoder
Ed & Anna
Yoder ‘56

Frank Higdon

Congratulations!
These people have reached a
milestone either in life or in marriage!
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February 1 - Marianna Miller
February 16 - Jeremy Yoder
February 23 - Ed & Anna Yoder

