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From the Pastor’s Desk

2 0 1 5

by Firman Gingerich

As a pastor, high school students have often interviewed me for writing projects they were working
on. I often was asked, “What have been some of the most rewarding experiences in your job as a pastor?” My answer the last 15 years has always been, “no experiences in pastoral ministry have shaped me
more positively than experiences of walking with people who were preparing to die.”
Having Glen Miller here at East Union Mennonite Church last weekend talking about his recent
book, “Living Thoughtfully, Dying Well” gave me opportunity to remember some of these experiences.
I began ministry afraid of death and afraid of talking about the end of life. As a teenager I had experienced a number of deaths within family and friendship circles. Early in pastoral ministry when I sat
with families in grief or who were walking with loved one’s preparing to die I realized I had a lot of my
own internal work to do in order to be helpful.
Here are some lessons I learned from folks as they made their journey toward death.
I have noticed that most of the time people are very self-aware of what is going on and of a range
of time available to them as they review their mortality and anticipate their own death. Most
of us have time to prepare to die.
Our will to live is profound. The polarity Paul writes of in Philippians 1 about being torn
between two straits; it being better to die but wanting to live fits so many of our stories .
Family lives have been forever changed when they have been able to have honest conversations
with loved ones on their journey toward death.
I learned from observation that the best predictor of the way we approach our own death and
dying will be the way we lived. Bold, expressive people have often wanted bold, expressive
farewells. Quiet gentle folks often show a yearning for quiet experiences. Each journey in
facing death will be unique.
Trust seems to be an issue that many people of faith have to work on as they prepare to die. Sure,
we all remember Biblical affirmations that God has prepared a place for us, and all the other
assurances of being with God eternally. But when we face our own mortality quick and glib
responses don’t serve us well. Two recent experiences of persons in their last days come to
mind, “I have always trusted God, now I’m not sure what I will experience after my last
breath, but as I remember all the ways God invited me to trust Him in my life, I think I can
trust God to carry me though this too.”
Walking with persons doing life review as they prepare to die is profound in the honesty, courage
and humility these folks communicate. People who know they are going to die don’t have
much to hide.
Accompanying folks on their journey to prepare to die is bitter sweet. Deeply moving in ways new
found honesty invites strengthened relationship, and profound sadness at losing this newly
found depth of relationship in death.
Music and poetry in songs have enriched my journey in facing my own mortality. The words to the
Robert Lowry “My life flows on,” help me acknowledge both mystery and hope. My life flows on in endless
song, above earth's lamentation. I hear the clear, though far off hymn, that hails a new creation.
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Grateful for our Goodly Heritage
40 years ago: 1975
June 8 - Dennis Dean Miller and Sarah
Jane Copeland were married yesterday
at Scottdale (Penna.) Mennonite
Church. We extend our congratulations.

60 years ago: 1955
June 12 - The tent and equipment for
the “Christ For Today” meetings will
be set up on June 15, 16, & 17. If you
can help with this work y our help will
be very much appreciated.
June 26 - The South Central
Conference is sponsoring a Mennonite
Youth Camp at Florida, Missouri. Dates
are Aug. 1-4 & 4-6. There are circulars
and application blanks at the rear of the
church.

50 years ago: 1965
June 6 - Keith Dickel and Judy Bare
were also with the graduates at Iowa
Mennonite School and should receive
our congratulations.
June 13 - Our congratulations to the
newly-wed couples, Philip and Judy
Yoder, and Jon and Margaret
Hjelmstad. May they enjoy the rich
blessings of God as they travel life’s
road together.
June 20 - This month marks the 15th
year of broadcasting for the Mennonite
Hour and related programs.. These can
now be heard over 326 stations. Let us
pray that these broadcasts may reach
more people effectively with the
Gospel.

June 22 - At Assembly 75 August 5 to
11, Eureka, Illinois, many church
concerns and programs will be
reviewed. For some of these, watch
for Kingdom Citizen, a newspaper
format report from all our church
wide boards. If you have concerns, talk
to our pastor on how you can make
them known.

30 years ago: 1985

Bulletin cover for June 25, 1995

June 2 - Senior Skip Day for age 60
and over will be held on Wednesday
June 5 from 10 am to 3 pm at Crooked
Creek Christian Camp. There will be a
potluck meal. Devotion by Norman
Derstine.
June 16 - MYF Mowing Schedule for
July 19-22 - Jeff Boller, LaDonna
Kauffman, Tim Kauffman, Chad Miller
and Celia Yoder

20 years ago: 1995
June 4 - You can help us get ready for
the July 9th service at the park. Collect
shiny, new pennies and put them in a
jar on the back table. The pennies will
be used on a special invitation. An
example will be near the jar.

Guess Who?

June 11 - Congratulations to Randy
Rempel and Kristen Litwiller who were
married here last evening.
June 25 - The Service Committee has
bought new plates for the church
kitchen. The old plates are on the table
in the foyer and there is a basket for
donations if anyone would like to have
them.

Photos taken from 1970’s
East Union Church Directory
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Who’s that in the
Pew Next to You?
This month we are getting to know
Christian Swartzentruber and Norah Yoder, 10
year old daughter of Greg & Sarah.
“What do you like
best about East
Union?”
I like how everyone
is nice there and
very friendly. East
Union is very fun.
“What
is
your
favorite thing to do
with your family?”
I like to go on bike
rides, go on trips
with them, and just
hang out together.
We like to play games too.
“Where do you go to school and what is your
favorite subject?”
I go to Weber Elementary School in Iowa City and I
am finishing up fifth grade. My favorite subject is
Math.
“What are your favorite hobbies?”
My hobbies are reading, playing outside, playing
softball, drawing, playing volleyball, and playing
with my friends.
“Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been?
What did you like most about it?”
The farthest place I have ever been was on our family road trip in 2013 and we went all the way out to
Yosemite National Park in California. We stopped at
3 other national parks on our way back. My favorite
part was everything!
“What is your favorite color?”
My favorite color is purple.

Hi,
I’m
Christian
Swartzentruber and I
recently turned 23. I will
be going in to my last
semester in the fall at the
University
of
Iowa,
where
I’m
double
majoring in Finance and
Business Management. I
currently live in Kalona
with my parents, Jeff and
Bev. This summer, I’ll be
interning at Latta Harris an accounting firm in
Tipton, Iowa - in their
consulting division.

“What are the 3 words that best describe you?”
Fun, Competitive and Low-Maintenance
“What is your favorite childhood memory?”
Attending Notre Dame basketball games in the
early 2000’s.
“If you could spend 15 minutes with any
person, past or present, who would it be and
why?” Klay Thompson, professional basketball player who currently plays for the Golden
State Warriors of the NBA, because he rarely
speaks to the media. I’d love to pick his brain.
“What do you like to do in your spare time?”
I like to play and watch sports (most notably
basketball), and spend time with family and
friends.
“What is one thing most people wouldn’t know
about you?”
I’m a night owl, and very productive late at night
- whether exercising or completing school
projects.
“What is the name of the hometown where you
grew up and what was your favorite thing about
it?” Goshen, Indiana. My favorite thing was
the size of the school district, and the group of
guys at my church. Being that it was a 4A high
school, there were very structured youth basketball and baseball leagues. Also, the group of guys
my age at Silverwood Mennonite Church was a
close knit group.

Women’s Fellowship
Spring Banquet 2015
April 29th was a lovely evening. A total of 68 ladies came
out to enjoy food and fellowship together. Each lady brought a
favorite salad to share and we had a wonderful variety to
choose from. Some of the Shekinah ladies made delicious
cupcakes to make a dessert table.
Our theme this year was FINDING JOY and Eva Bickhart
from First Christian Church in Washington was our speaker. She
was an inspirational speaker as she made us laugh and gave us
words from the Lord. Overall it was an enjoyable evening and
it would not have been possible without those who gave to our
donation basket, as well as, the many helpful hands from the
church.
~Kim Blauvelt, Women’s Fellowship Banquet Coordinator

Eva Bickhart with Kim & Avery Blauvelt

East Union’s young women & Krisi Miiller leading us in song.

THE

2ND

CENTURY

CHRONICLE

PAGE

4

Meetings, Conventions, Assemblies, Oh My!
This year there are not one, not two, but three gatherings offered to the
Anabaptist-Mennonite community. Here is a closer look at each event.

Central Plains Mennonite Conference Annual Meeting
This year the Twin Cities cluster of Central Plains churches will host the Central Plains
Mennonite Conference 2015 Annual meeting from June 18-21on the campus of Woodland Hills
Church in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Internationally-recognized Pastor and author Greg Boyd will be the featured speaker and
will speak on the theme, “Joyfully Following Jesus: Communities Centered in Christ.” Greg is the co-founder of
Woodland Hills Church in St. Paul, MN, where he serves as senior pastor. Greg has authored or co-authored 18
books and numerous academic articles, including his best-selling and award-winning Letters From a Skeptic and his
recent books Repenting of Religion and The Myth of a Christian Nation.
Special features of this year’s meeting include Friday workshops on-site at various ministries around the Cities
and a joint Sunday morning worship and communion service with the Woodland Hills congregation.
Meetings begin on Thursday evening with an introduction to the host churches. Friday and Saturday will begin
with worship followed by delegate sessions. On Friday afternoon workshops are offered on-site or off-site. Offsite workshops will visit different ministries, and some will include supper at the ministry site. On Saturday, all workshops will be offered on site. Saturday evening will feature a talent show mixed with testimonies against the backdrop of an ice cream social. Delegate sessions will include discernment regarding the adoption of a covenant to
congregational practices of worship, teaching and discernment.
For more information or to register please visit: centralplainsmc.org/annual-meeting-2015.

Mennonite Church USA Convention
The biennial Mennonite Church USA Convention will take place this year from June 30 - July 5
at the Kansas City Convention Center in Kansas City, Missouri.
Every two years, over 5000 Mennonites of all ages from across the United States gather together to worship, sing, pray, fellowship, eat, play and learn together at the Mennonite Church
USA Convention. This years theme is “On the Way” with Luke 24 being the theme text.
Convention consists of daily worship, services, seminars and workshops on a variety of topics, delegate sessions
(basically church wide business meetings), offsite activities, chances for fellowship with new and old friends and
more.
Below are just a few reasons to attend the Mennonite Church USA Convention
 Faith formation. Conventions are not only a fun place to hang out with friends, but also a place where lives are
transformed . Each year after convention, MCUSA inboxes are full of stories from youth and adults who felt
called to commit themselves to walking alongside Christ, either for the first time or again.
 Networking and fellowship. Convention is a time to meet new friends, mentors and co-workers, as well as to visit
with old friends.
 Opportunities for learning. At each convention, we dig deep into a theme and into Scripture, and we offer
workshops that provide education and open up space for conversation around pressing issues in the church.
 Opportunity to be a part of churchwide decision making. Delegates play an important role, representing their
congregations and participating in discussing resolutions and discerning the way forward for Mennonite Church
USA.
 Interact with Mennonite Church USA agencies and colleges. The exhibit hall at convention provides a chance to
get a snapshot of the good work that agencies and educational institutions across Mennonite Church USA are
doing, and to learn how to get involved.
For more information or to register please visit: MennoniteUSA.org/convention.

Mennonite World Conference Assembly
What is the Mennonite World Conference (MWC)? MWC is a communion
of Anabaptist-related churches, linked to one another in a worldwide community of
faith for fellowship, worship, services and witness. Membership includes 103
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ national conferences of churches from 57
countries, with 1.3 million baptized believers. About 78% of baptized believers in
WMC member churches are African, Asian or Latin American, and 22% are
located in Europe and North America.
What is the Mennonite World Conference Assembly? The MWC Assembly
is a reunion of the Anabaptist-Mennonite family worldwide, usually held every six years, meeting on
one of the five continents on a rotating basis. In recent years, a Global Youth Summit has preceded
the Assembly. Young adults ages 18-30 gather to experience the global church and to develop a
network of relationships, prayer partners, and co-workers in Christ.
This year the Mennonite World Conference Assembly will be held from July 21-26 at the
Farm Show Complex and Expo Center in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The theme for Pennsylvania 2015
is “Walking with God” and staff are preparing for 6,000 to 10,000 in attendance. Attending will be
interested laypeople, leaders who represent their churches, families with young children, youth groups,
and young adults.
Pennsylvania 2015 is the 16th Assembly of the Mennonite World Conference. Pennsylvania
2015 is the 16th assembly of MWC and includes: Assembly Gathered, Assembly Scattered and
Global Youth Summit. It’s the first time the event will be held in the Eastern United States in MWC’s 90
year history. The Assembly was last in the US in 1978 in Wichita, KS.

What will happen at PA 2015?
 Each day will begin with singing, led by a multinational worship team, with music from all
continents.
 Each morning one of the MWC’s four Commissions (Faith and Life, Missions, Peace, and Deacons)
will present, and a young adult, selected by the Young Anabaptist will respond.
 Everyone attending will join a small multicultural group of 15-20 people for fellowship and a
deeper discussion on the morning theme. The same groups will continue to meet throughout the
week - a great opportunity for visiting and discovering new relationships.
 Afternoons will be filled with worships, service opportunities, local tours, sports activities, and
performances and exhibits in the Global Church Village.
 Each continent will contribute to each evening worship service, which will include testimonies, singing, prayer and times of encouragement.
 PA 2015 will include a children’s program. After morning singing, children will experience their
own multicultural program all day, including lunch.
 PA 2015 will also include a youth program (ages 18 & under). After morning singing, youth will
meet for their own presentations, discussions, and service projects. They’ll join the adults for workshops, sports, tours, music and relaxing in the Global Church Village.
 An international young adult convention, the Global Youth Summit (ages 18+) will take place
July 17-19, three days before PA 2015. It will be held at Messiah College, Mechanicsburg, PA,
just across the river from Harrisburg. It’s theme is “Called to Share: My Gifts, Our Gifts.”
For more information or to register, please visit: mwc-comm.org/pennsylvania-2015
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Mennonite Women Meeting - June 2
Practicing Presence:
In Feeding
the Hungry

Scripture:
Luke 5 : 27-32; Matthew 26:26
Devotional Leader:
Charlene Rhodes

hand of
giving comes
from deep
down in the
heart

Project: Cash for MCC:
Healthcare & Medications

Sack Lunch

June
14 & 21

June 28

Delegate Led Forums
Please consider joining us for two Sunday School
open forums in the sanctuary for you to be in
conversation with our delegates to Central Plains
Mennonite Conference and Mennonite Church USA
General Assembly!
June 14: Overview of Central Plains Mennonite
Conference annual session agenda.
June 21: Overview of Mennonite Church USA General
Assembly.

On Sunday June 28th, Gretchen Geyer
will be hosting a Taco Salad Bar
fundraiser meal after church.
She will be doing voluntary service in
Bolivia starting in August for the year
and is required to raise $5,800.

Come one, come all!

East Union Mennonite Church Contact Information
5615 Gable Ave. SW
PO Box 760
Kalona, Iowa 52247
Phone: 319-656-2590
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Website:
eastunionmennonite.org

Transitional Pastor:
Firman Gingerich - 319.855.8379
Elders:
Larry Detweiler - 319.828.4461
Lauralee Kauffman - 354.3304
Jeff Swartzentruber - 656.4542
Karen Harvey - 656.3009
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade - 319.541.8894

*Published monthly by and for the
friends of East Union Mennonite
Church.
Articles for the July edition of the
Second Century Chronicle are due
by June 21st. All contributions are
encouraged & welcome!

7

