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*Published monthly by and for the 

friends of East Union Mennonite 

Church.  

 

Articles for the February edition of 

the Second Century Chronicle are 

due by January 25th. All    contribu-

tions are encouraged   & welcome!  
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We  celebrate Jesus birth boldly with pageants, lots of color, gifts, and  

beautiful  music and I must say, I love it. But there is a gentle, personal and 

transforming side of remembering Jesus birth that often comes best after 

quiet pondering and reflection. The poetry in the beautiful Hymn òO Little 

Town of Bethlehemó says it well. The meaning in Godõs greatest gift, His 

son, Jesus whose birth we have just celebrated, is known in the             

transformation this Christ child offers to us all. 

 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;  

so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.  

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,  

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;  

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.  

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;  

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

 

May Jesus who came as a gift to cast out our sin, help us all grow into Godõs love and 

faith as we follow Jesus into this New Year. òO come to us, abide with us, our Lord 

Emmanuel!ó 

From the Pastorõs Desk 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 5  

òFrom Bethlehem to Stringtownó   by Firman Gingerich 



P A G E  2  V O L U M E  X X V ,  I S S U E  1  

 

60 years ago: 1955 

January  2 -  The Girlõs Sewing will 

meet on Thursday evening at the 

church. The project will be hankies and 

hair ribbons for a Childrenõs Home in 

Europe.  

January 9 - Beginning Friday, January 

14th and continuing for six months our 

congregation will sponsor the program 

òHeart to Heart Talksó, over Radio 

Station KXIC. This program will be 

heard every Friday morning from 

10:45ñ11:00 

January 16 - A group will go the  

Rescue Mission in Cedar Rapids this 

Thurs. evening. Al Neuenschwander 

will be in charge and Charleen Gasha is 

arranging special music. Meet at the 

church at 6:00 pm. 

 

50 years ago:  1965 

January 10 - Brothers Ike Yoder and 

J. John J. Miller are participating in a 

program on witnessing at the Wellman 

Mennonite Church this evening.  

January 17 - A recent survey of our 

total Mennonite Church missions   

efforts (General Board, Eastern Board, 

Conservative Board and other district 

boards sponsoring overseas programs) 

indicates 475 missionaries serving in 28 

countries overseas. This represents a 

cost of $1,320,000. 

 

40 years ago: 1975 

January 12 - A number of items have 

accumulated in storage during our 

building project. We will have an   

auction next Saturday, 1 pm to take 

care of this. There will be items such 

as used doors and windows, 4x4 wall 

board sheets, lavatories, small electric 

water heater, jet pump, light fixtures, 

sewing machines, baby beds and    

numerous other items. 

January 19 - Our church is sponsor-

ing a miscellaneous bridal shower in 

the Fellowship Hall for Julie Erb,   

Monday evening, January 20, 7:30 pm. 

All ladies of the church are invited. We 

hope this will be a continued activity 

for brides of our church. 

 

30 years ago: 1985 

January 6 - WMSC will meet      

Tuesday, January 8. Devotional Leader 

- Verna Zook, òLife Can Be Beautifuló 

Eph. 5:20. Project - Yardage or cash for 

yard goods. Sack lunch. Baby sitting. 

January 20 - Young adults sledding 

and tubing January 26. Meet at Leonard 

Griesers at Wayland at 7 pm. Bring 

munchies and nominations for       

elections. 

 

20 years ago: 1995 

January 1 - Chris Yoder will leave for 

his Cross Cultural experience in the 

Middle East and Rebecca Beachy will 

leave for her SST experience in Costa 

Rica. Please remember them in your 

prayers. 

January 22 - The 1995 MDS meeting 

will be held in Saskatchewan, Canada 

on February 10-11. If you are        

interested in attending there is      

information about the meeting on the 

bulletin board. 

 Bulletin cover for January 5, 1975 

 

 

 

 

 

Grateful for our Goodly Heritage 

Guess Who?  

Photos taken from 1970õs  

East Union Church Directory 
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Mennonite Women Meeting - January 6 

Mennonite 

Women 

typically meet 

on the first 

Tuesday of 

every month 

for sewing , 

devotions & 

fellowship. 

Practicing Presence: 

in the Wilderness 
 

Scripture:  
Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Devotional Leader:  
Jane Yoder Short 
 

Project:  
Cash for Central Plains 
 

Sack Lunch 

CHOW - January 7 
Meal begins at 

6pm with program 

for all ages  

beginning at 7pm.  

 

Program:  

Berean Class 

Meal:  

Koinonia Class 

Hosted by our Elders, we will begin 

doing foundational work for calling 

a new pastor. At this meeting we 

will work toward developing a Job     

Description for our future pastor 

and initiate work at forming a   

Pastoral Search Committee. 

Town Hall Meeting  
January 11 
4:30 - 6:00 pm 

A CALL to PRAYER  

Prayer. An invitation from God. A mystery. A blessing. And God says òwhere two       

or three come together in my name, there I am with them.ó Matt 18:20 
 

As our church family seeks to call a new pastor we are mindful of wanting and  

needing Godõs Spirit to lead in all steps of this journey. 
 

At our January 11th town-hall meeting the elders will introduce a prayer ministry 

that we invite you to participate in. Staring on January 18th, we will set aside a 

time of prayer from 8:55 - 9:15 each Sunday before the beginning of our worship service. The meeting 

location will be announced later.  
 

This prayer time will be a time of seeking, listening, and giving thanks. It will be a time for us to join 

together in holding up our congregation as we clarify our needs and expectations of a new pastor, a 

time to hold in prayer those persons being called to the search committee, and for Godõs Spirit already 

at work in the life of the person who will be called to minister and service as our next pastor. 
 

We look forward to joining in the mystery of God at work in our midst. 
 

        The Elders, Jeff, Lauralee, Larry and Karen 
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MYF Fundraiser 
During the month of     

January our MYF will be 

taking orders for Mennoõs 

Best coffee to raise funds 

for the MCUSA Conven-

tion in Kansas City.     

Available in whole bean or 

pre-ground, bags sell for 

$12. 

 

Grown organically on small

-scale farms in Peru where 

Goshen College students 

have worked during Study-

Service Terms, Mennoõs 

Best organic coffee beans 

are harvested by local 

growers and shipped     

directly to Goshen, Indiana. 

After local roasting, they 

are packaged in the        

collegeõs student run coffee 

shop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The $12 Breakdown  

 

1. MCC $0.50 

2. MMN $0.50 

3. EU MYF $5.00 

4. Green Coffee  $1.98 

5. Roasting, Bags, Labels 

 $4.02 

T H E  2 N D  C E N T U R Y  C H R O N I C L E  

   Update from the Primary/Junior SS Dept. 

Shine on Story Bibles:  

The Shine On Story Bibles are an important part of our primary/junior department          

curriculum. The Shine On Bibles are the source for Bible stories that our children engage in 

weekly during the Sunday School hour. On Sunday, December 7th, each family in our      

primary/junior department received a copy of the Shine Bible as a gift from the church. There 

is also a copy of the Story Bible in our church library that will be available to check out. 

These bibles were purchased with memorial funds from the church. 
 

Below is the list of scripture texts for January that correlate to the weekly Sunday School 

lessons. Families can enjoy these stories at home using their Shine On Bibles. Feel free to 

engage in conversations about these stories and discuss the Explore and Connect sections in 

your Shine On Bible. 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ п 

9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΥ aŀǧƘŜǿ нΥм-мн 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅκaƛŘŘƭŜǊκWǳƴƛƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘΥ aŀǊƪ мΥмс-пр 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мм 

9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΥ aŀǊƪ мΥмс-нл 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅκaƛŘŘƭŜǊκWǳƴƛƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘΥ aŀǊƪ нΥм-мн 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ му 

9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΥ aŀǊƪ мΥнф-оп 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅκaƛŘŘƭŜǊκWǳƴƛƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘΥ aŀǊƪ рΥнм-по 

 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нр 

9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘΥ aŀǊƪ нΥм-мн 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅκaƛŘŘƭŜǊκWǳƴƛƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘΥ aŀǊƪ сΥол-пп 

òTrain up a child in the way he should go,  

and when he is old he will not depart from it.ó    

    Proverbs 22:6  

    Distribution of Shine On  

    Bibles on December 7th. 



3ÏÐÚɯ ÔÖÕÛÏɯ ÞÌɯ ÈÙÌɯ ÎÌŲÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ ÒÕÖÞɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ
$ËÞÈÙËɯ8ÖËÌÙɯÈÕËɯ'ÌÕÙàɯ8ÖËÌÙȮɯƝɯàÌÈÙɯ
ÖÓËɯÚÖÕɯÖÍɯ3ÙÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯ3ÈÔÔàȭ 

 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯ ËÖɯ àÖÜɯ ÓÐÒÌɯ ÉÌÚÛɯ

ÈÉÖÜÛɯ$ÈÚÛɯ4ÕÐÖÕȳɂ 
(ɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÍÜÕɯ

ÐÕɯ 2ÜÕËÈàɯ 2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ ÈÍÛÌÙɯ

ÊÏÜÙÊÏȮɯÈÕËɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÎÖÖËɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯ

ÛÖɯÔÌÌÛɯÕÌÞɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯ ËÖɯ àÖÜɯ ÞÈÕÛɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÌɯ

ÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯÎÙÖÞɯÜ×ȳɁ 

6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÎÙÖÞɯÜ×Ȯɯ(ɯÞÖÜÓËɯÓÐÒÌɯ

ÛÖɯÉÌɯÈÕɯÈÙÛÐÚÛȭɯ(ɯÓÐÒÌɯËÙÈÞÐÕÎɯ

ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ(ɀÔɯ×ÙÌŲàɯÎÖÖËɯÈÛɯÐÛɯ

ÈÕËɯ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÐÛɀÚɯÍÜÕȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÖɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓàȳɂɯ

,àɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÖɯÞÐÛÏɯÔàɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÐÚɯÛÖɯ×ÓÈàɯ

ÎÈÔÌÚȭɯ(ɯÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÓÐÒÌɯÚÛÙÈÛÌÎàɯÎÈÔÌÚɯÓÐÒÌɯ,ÖÕÖ×ÖÓàɯ

ÈÕËɯ2ÖÙÙàȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÌÙÌɯËÖɯàÖÜɯÎÖɯÛÖɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯÐÚɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯ

ÚÜÉÑÌÊÛȳɂɯ(ɯÎÖɯÛÖɯ*ÈÓÖÕÈɯ$ÓÌÔÌÕÛÈÙàɯÈÕËɯÔàɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯ

ÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÐÚɯÔÈÛÏȭɯ(ɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÓÐÒÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÔÈÛÏɯÌß×ÌÙÐÔÌÕÛÚɯ

ÈÕËɯÚÛÖÙàɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÐÓÓÐÌÚÛɯÛÏÐÕÎɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÌÝÌÙàɯËÖÕÌȳɂɯ 
(ɯËÐËɯÈɯÉÌÓÓàɯŘÖ×ɯÖřɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÎÏɯËÐÝÌɯÖÕɯÈɯËÈÙÌɯÈÛɯÚÜÔÔÌÙɯ

ÊÈÔ×ȭɯ(ɯÜÚÌËɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÕÌàɯ(ɯÞÖÕɯÛÖɯÉÜàɯÚÕÈÊÒÚȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯÙÌÚÛÈÜÙÈÕÛɯÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯËÖɯàÖÜɯ

ÖÙËÌÙɯÔÖÚÛɯÛÏÌÙÌȳɂɯ/ÌÒÐÕÎɯ!ÜřÌÛɯÐÕɯ"ÖÙÈÓÝÐÓÓÌȵɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯ

ÛÏÌɯÚÞÌÌÛɯÈÕËɯÚÖÜÙɯÊÏÐÊÒÌÕɯÈÕËɯ"1 6# #2ȵ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÚÛɯÛÈÓÌÕÛÚȳɂɯ 
(ɯÈÔɯÐÕÊÙÌËÐÉÓàɯÎÖÖËɯÈÛɯÚÖÓÝÐÕÎɯÔÈÛÏɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚɯØÜÐÊÒÓàɯ

ÈÕËɯÓÐÒÌɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯÔàɯÌß×ÓÈÕÈÛÐÖÕÚȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÙÛÏÌÚÛɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÌÝÌÙɯÎÖÕÌȳɯ6ÏÈÛɯ

ËÐËɯàÖÜɯÓÐÒÌɯÔÖÚÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÐÛȳɂ 

ɯ.ÙÈÕÎÌɯ "ÖÜÕÛàȮɯ "ÈÓÐÍÖÙÕÐÈɯ-ɯÉÜÛɯ (ɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯɯ

ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÐÛɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÖÕÓàɯƚɯÔÖÕÛÏÚɯÖÓËȵɯ3ÏÌɯ

ÍÈÙÛÏÌÚÛɯ(ɯÊÈÕɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÐÚɯ1ÖÊÒàɯ,ÖÜÕÛÈÐÕɯ,ÌÕÕÖÕÐÛÌɯ

"ÈÔ×ɯÐÕɯ"ÖÓÖÙÈËÖȭɯ(ɯÓÖÝÌɯÛÖɯÎÖɯÏÖÙÚÌÉÈÊÒɯÙÐËÐÕÎɯÞÏÌÕɯ

ÞÌɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÌÙÌȭ 

$Ëɯ8ÖËÌÙɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÐÕɯ
*ÈÓÖÕÈɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÏÐÚɯ
ÞÐÍÌȮɯ  ÕÕÈɯ ÈÕËɯ
ÏÈÚɯ ÛÏÙÌÌɯ ÎÙÖÞÕɯ
ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȯɯ "ÓÈÐÙÌȮɯ
)ÜÓÐÌɯ ÈÕËɯ 6ÈÙÙÌÕɯ
ÈÕËɯ ÛÞÖɯ ÎÙÈÕËɪ
ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȮɯ ,ÖÚÌɯ ȫɯ
,ÖÓÓà 

ɯɯ   ɯɯɯ ÛɯÞÖÙÒɯÍÖÙɯ$ÈÙÓɯ8ÖËÌÙɯÐÕɯƕƝƚƔ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯ ÐÚɯ àÖÜÙɯ ÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯ ÛÏÐÕÎɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ $ÈÚÛɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ
4ÕÐÖÕȳɂɯɯ%ÌÓÓÖÞÚÏÐ×ȮɯÞÖÙÚÏÐ×ɯȫɯÚÐÕÎÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯ
×ÖÛÓÜÊÒɯɯɯɯɯËÐÕÕÌÙÚȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯÊÏÐÓËÏÖÖËɯÔÌÔÖÙàȳɂ 

&ÙÖÞÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÐÕɯ.ÙÌÎÖÕȭɯ&ÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÈÚÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ
ÔàɯÍÈÔÐÓàȮɯËÌÌ×ɯÚÌÈɯŗÚÏÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯ×ÐÊÕÐÊÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ
ÉÌÈÊÏȭɯ /ÐÊÕÐÊÚɯ Éàɯ ÛÏÌɯ 8ÈÔÏÐÓÓɯ ÙÐÝÌÙȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÈÓÚÖɯ
ÚÞÐÔÔÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ8ÈÔÏÐÓÓɯÙÐÝÌÙɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÈÚɯÝÌÙàɯ
ÊÖÓËȭ 
 

Ɂ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÊÖÜÓËɯÚ×ÌÕËɯƕƙɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÕàɯ×ÌÙɪ
ÚÖÕȮɯ×ÈÚÛɯÖÙɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛȮɯÞÏÖɯÞÖÜÓËɯÐÛɯÉÌɯÈÕËɯÞÏàȳɂ 

!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ$ÈÙÓɯÞÏÖɯÛÈÜÎÏÛɯÔÌɯÈÓÓɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÈɯÊÈÙɪ
×ÌÕÛÌÙȭɯ+ȭɯ&ÓÌÕɯ&ÜÌÕÎÌÙÐÊÏɯÈÕËɯ#ÈÓÌɯ8ÖËÌÙȮɯÞÏÖɯ
ÞÌÙÌɯÑÜÚÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯƖɯÉÌÚÛɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙÚɯ
(ɯÏÈËȭɯ!ÌÚÐËÌÚȮɯ#ÈÓÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÊÏÐÊÒÌÕɯ!!0ɯÐÕɯ
ÛÏÌɯÚÜÔÔÌÙȵ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯ ÐÚɯ àÖÜÙɯ ÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯ ÉÖÖÒɯ ÈÕËɯ ÞÏàȳɂɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ
3ÏÌɯɯ!ÐÉÓÌȭɯ$ÝÌÙàɯÛÐÔÌɯ(ɯÙÌÈËɯÐÛȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÚÖÔÌɪ
ÛÏÐÕÎɯÕÌÞȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯËÖɯàÖÜɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯËÖɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÚ×ÈÙÌɯÛÐÔÌȳɂ 

3ÙÈÝÌÓȭɯ1ÌÈËȭɯ/ÓÈàɯÎÖÓÍɯÈÕËɯÛÈÒÌɯÛÏÌɯŗÚÏÐÕÎɯɯÛÙÐ×ɯ
ÛÖɯ"ÈÕÈËÈɯÞÐÛÏɯ-àÓÌɯ*ÈÜřÔÈÕɀÚɯÉÜÕÊÏȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÖÕÌɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÔÖÚÛɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯ
ÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜȳɂɯɯɯ(ɯÈÔɯÈɯƗɯÛÐÔÌɯÊÈÕÊÌÙɯÚÜÙÝÐÝÖÙȭ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÖɯÏÈÚɯÐÕÚ×ÐÙÌËɯàÖÜɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÚÛɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯ
ÓÐÍÌÛÐÔÌȳɂɯɯɯ!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ$ÈÙÓɯ8ÖËÌÙ 
 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯËÖɯàÖÜɯÓÖÝÌɯÉÌÚÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓàȳɂɯ
3ÐÔÌɯÚ×ÌÕÛɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙ 
 

Ɂ!ÌÚÐËÌÚɯ)ÌÚÜÚȮɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯÊÖÜÓËɯÔÌÌÛɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ
ÛÏÌɯÉÐÉÓÌɯÞÏÖɯÞÖÜÓËɯÐÛɯÉÌȳɂɯ ×ÖÚÛÓÌɯ/ÈÜÓ 

 Whoõs that in the  

 Pew Next to You? 




