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From the Pastor's Desk:   “The Hound of Heaven”   by Firman Gingerich 

 

When I was 10 or 11 an older brother bought a hunting dog to help hunt raccoons.  I remember getting 

to go with my brother and his friends on an evening hunt.  This dog was something else.  He would run 

ahead of us with his nose close to the ground, give and occasional howl and then 5 minutes later he was 

baying at the foot of a tree.  Sure enough, when we caught up with him our flashlight caught the eyes of 

a raccoon sitting up in the tree.  Old Blue, was never distracted and oh so persistent.  It was always a 

thrill to hear him in the distance and be confident that he found what he was looking for when we 

caught up with him. 

 

This reminds me of an old poem The Hound of heaven by Frances Thompson a British Poet. (1859-

1907) Frances struggled with an opium addiction.  He struggled with, how God could love and forgive 

such a broken pathetic person.  He spent much of his life fleeing from God--hiding--in hillsides and 

meadows--in mountain and waterways, trying to escape God.  

 

Finally after a life-long journey he come to know God as the “Hound of Heaven,” a God who pursues 

him with His grace and mercy, calling him to see his place as a forgiven, blessed child of God.  The 

poem ends with the line, “Ah, fondest, blindest, weakest, I am he whom thou seekest!” 

 

In this Advent season of longing and wonder, I want you to name how God has pursued you?  Maybe 

you have been running from God, hiding in different hiding places.  Can you name how God has 

pursued you when you wanted to put some distance between yourself and God?   

 

There is something so life giving in the surrender I feel when I can name with the poet, “Ah, fondest, 

blindest, weakest, I am he whom thou seekest!”   

 

As we enter the Advent Christmas season again, spend some time remembering how God like “the 

hound of heaven,” pursues us all.  Yes, God sent His son Jesus as a baby to find us and save us, “Ah 

fondest, blindest, weakest, thanks be to God, we are ones for whom thou sleekest.” 
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Who’s that in  

the Pew Next to 
You? 

_______________________ 

 

This month we are getting to know  
Ken Hochstedler and Ryleigh Bontrager, 2 1/2 
year old daughter of Derek & Nici.  
 
What do you like best 
about Church? 

Holding my own song book 
and singing along, and 
getting to see my friends 
(both my age and adults – 
I’m very social!)  
 
What is your favorite 
things to do with your 
mommy & daddy? 

Go to Yotty’s for ice cream 
or go for a walk (which is a 
stroller ride for me, a walk 
for them!) 
 
What is your favorite 
food? What is the yuckiest?   Photo courtesy  of Amish Babysitters 

Fruit Snacks!! I would live on them if Mom & Dad 
would let me! There’s really not much food I don’t 
like. 
 

What is your favorite toy?    My baby doll – I can’t 
wait for a new baby to come live at my house! 
 
What do you want most for Christmas? 

A scooter or trike. 
 
If you have any pets, what are they, their names 
& your favorite thing about them? 

No pets at my home, but my babysitter has four 
dogs whom I love! Sage, Sampson, Sunny, and 
Mindy. They are fun to play with but yet gentle 
with me. 
 
What do you take to bed with you at night? 

A cardinals bear, a lamb, a pig, a blanket, and a 
Minnie Mouse. 
 
What is your favorite song?   

“Jesus Loves Me” – I know every word! (and 
sometimes I make it a medley with “Old McDonald 
Had a Farm!) 
 

 This photo was taken in the Summer of 1959 where I was a 
helper at a youth camp in Ohain, Belgium. 

 
Hello, I am Ken Hochstedler.  I live with my nephew, 
John, on an acreage north of Frytown. I am 76 years 
old, however I don’t feel ‘old’!  
 
What is your favorite things about East Union? 
Talking with people about things of mutual interest, 
including matters of faith, sports and mutual well-
being. Also, EU assists me in learning about and feeling 
a part of the larger Mennonite Church, church 
agencies, and ways to be involved. 
 
What is your favorite childhood memory? 
These include going on a family trip to California in 
1947, getting ready for turkeys in the early spring, and 
walking to Center Grade School…some one mile and 
three quarters. 
 
What is your favorite Book? 
“The Invisible Wall”. A true story set in a small mill 
town in England on the eve of the first world war.  
 
“If you could spend 15 minutes with someone past 
or present, who would it be?” 
In a way this is easy. My dad (deceased in 1989), my 
twin brother Keith, a wonderful young woman I 
worked with at a service agency in Columbus and spent 
time with. And more recently, a woman I worked with 
for a year at a residential setting. I now regard these 
relationships as gifts. 
 
“What is one thing most people wouldn’t know 
about you?” 
That I’ve attended a Muslim-Christian dialogue group 
in Iowa City for the past several years.  Friendship, 
appreciation of each other, lively discussions, and 
learning occurs. I would invite any of you to join me. 
 
“Besides Jesus, If you could meet anyone from the 
Bible who would it be and what would you ask them?” 

Amos. I would ask him about his thoughts about Israel 
not being the sole elective of people of God as in Amos 
9:7. Also the Apostle Paul. I would ask about his 
continuing faith in face of many struggles.  
 



 

 
~ 60 years ago: 1954 ~ 

December 5 – Plans are being made for a group 
from our MYF to give a program at the Rescue 
Mission in Cedar Rapids, Thursday, Dec 16th. 
Your prayers are requested. Others are also 
invited to attend. 
December 12 – Those who wish to renew 
subscriptions to church papers, please see Enos 
Kauffman before December 15. The club 
subscription to the “Christian Living” is $2.50 
per year and the Gospel Herald is $3.00 per year. 
 

~ 50 years ago: 1964 ~ 
December 6 – The Goodwill Sewing will have 
their Christmas Party Thurs. eve. Dec 10 at 7:00 
at the Leo Christner home. The project will be 
for Books Abroad. Either money may be given 
and/or Herald Press Books. 
December 27 – M.Y.F.ers are to be the guests of 
West Union at a Skating Party at Melrose, 
Tuesday evening. 
 

~ 40 years ago: 1974 ~ 
December  1 – The Greene Center Book Store is 
welcoming everyone to an Open House for their 
25th anniversary on December 5, 6, and 7 from 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. 
December 8 – This afternoon at 3 o’clock our 
chorus will participate in a Christmas Vesper 
Service at the Kalona Junior High Gym. 
December 22 – Marlan, Ortun, and Inga Logan 
are planning to leave Thursday or Friday for 
their work in Brazil. 
 

~ 30 years ago: 1984 ~ 
December 16 – Wayfarers will meet Wednesday 
at the church for caroling from 7-9 pm. We will 
have our secret pal exchange after caroling. 
Remember your $2.00 - $2.50 gift and the  
offering. 
December 23 – Congratulations to Janet Geyer. 
She graduated yesterday from the University of 
Iowa College of Nursing. 
 

 

 
 

 

Mennonite Women Meeting 
Tuesday, December 2, 2014.   

 
         Practicing Presence: through Weeping  
  Scripture: John 11:17-36, Romans 12:15                                                                             

 Devotional leader: Lauralee Kauffman  
 Project: Cash for Hygiene Kits 
  ~ Potluck 

 
Wherever you go, 

no matter the weather, 
       always bring your own sunshine. 

 

 

 

 

ALL CHURCH POTLUCK 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH 

 

 


