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From the Pastor's Desk: “Life-giving Polarities”
Have you ever known someone who told you they were ready to die, but when death came near they fought
hard to live? They ask to go back to the hospital for one last chance at life. Perhaps you’ve known someone
who was grumpy and gruff on the outside, but after you got to know them, they were as gentle as a kitten inside.
In Philippians 1:21-25, Paul speaks of the polarity he lives in regarding his view of life and death. “For to
me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labor: yet, what I shall
choose I will not. For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far
better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. And having this confidence, I know that I shall
abide and continue with you all for your furtherance and joy of faith.”
Paul was caught in the polarity between life and death: death, which meant being with Christ, and life, which
meant living in hope with those, he loved. He was ready to die, yet wanted to live.
Much of our life is lived within polarities. At times we may be ready to die, ready to give up, yet we have
loved ones to share our hope and love with. Polarities are not opposite values with one being right and one
being wrong, polarities hold two opposing values in tension that both carry truth.
I can live with more freedom and courage when I have a sense of some of the polarities I’m living in. I
believe we'd all be more content if we honestly named some of the polarities that are so much a part of our lives.
Here are some polarities I find in my life:











Coming home and being a stranger;
Discouragement and hope;
Stability and transition;
Law and grace;
Sadness and joy;
Chaos and order,
Holding on and letting go;
Love and anger;
New and old;
Remembering and forgetting.

Pay attention and name some of the important polarities that continue to tug and pull at you. May God’s
Spirit be near you so that you can find yourself drawn toward Christ’s hope for your life.
Firman Gingerich, Transitional Pastor

CHOW Returns!
(Church Happenings on Wednesdays)
CHOW is held at the church on the first Wednesday of the month from
September through April. A light dinner is served from 6:00 PM to 6:30 PM,
and at 6:45 PM there are activities for all ages. Childcare is provided.
Activities end at 7:45 PM to accommodate families with young children. Sunday
School classes take turns providing adult activities & meals.

2014-15 Schedule
September 3, 2014
October 1, 2014
November 5, 2014
January 7, 2015
February 4, 2015
March 4, 2015
April 1, 2015

THIS MONTH – At 6:00 p.m. we will have a potluck/social held outside (if
inclement weather, we will meet in the fellowship hall). Hotdogs, drinks
and place settings will be provided. Please bring a salad or dessert to
share. Donations will be taken to cover the cost of food and childcare.
Children’s activities will begin at 6:45 and will end at 7:45.
Bring games and lawn chairs for an evening of fun!

Camp East Union
Abbigail Titus, granddaughter of Loretta Kauffman,
will be graduating from the U of I this semester and
will be having her Bachelor of Fine Arts Show in
Painting. Her show is set for Monday, Sept. 15 at
5pm and will continue until Saturday, Sept. 20. The
show is at the Studio Arts Building at 1375 Hwy 1
West in Iowa City and will be held in the Ark
Gallery space located at the front of the building.
The building is open between the hours of 8:30am
and 10pm. The doors will be open to the show at
that time as well. Abby will also be having a small
party on Friday, September 19 from 5-8pm.

Coming
Sept. 20 & 21
Details to follow
in future
bulletins!

Who’s that in
the Pew Next
to You?
_______________________

This month we are getting to know
Jill Lundberg and Jacob Boller.
Hello, I’m Jacob
Boller. I am 13 years
old and am an 8th
grader at the MidPrairie Middle School.
My favorite class
there is Math.
I have been
playing
Soccer,
Baseball,
and
Basketball since third
grade
on
several
different teams. I will
play
soccer
this
coming school year
with Iowa City Kickers, basketball for Mid Prairie Middle
School and AAU and baseball for IMS in the summer. My
favorite sport is soccer and that is why when I grow up I
want to be a Professional Soccer Player.
My favorite thing to do with my family is have
“Family Night”. That is when we watch a movie together
or play a game. I also enjoy my favorite restaurant,
Tequila Grill, with my family. I usually get a taco with
rice there and a ton of chips and salsa.
The farthest place I’ve ever been is Orlando,
Florida. I went to Disney World with my family. I have
been there 2 times. My most recent trip was when I was
8. I remember some of the rides and my favorite was The
Tower of Terror. I’m actually going to go to Disney
World again soon and I’m looking forward to it and to
going on Tower of Terror again.
I have attended East Union since I was born.
What I like best about East Union is that in Sunday
School I have friends and that I am able to have JYF with
a good amount of people, and how nice our Church is in
looks and atmosphere.
Feel free to come and talk to me at church. I love
to talk about the Iowa Hawkeyes, St. Louis Cardinals,
Denver Broncos, the NFL & MLB, my activities or pretty
much anything. Yes I love to talk.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hi, I am Jill Widmer Lundberg. I live in Kalona with
my husband Josh, our 2 year old daughter Livia, and
our Yorkie, Sadie. I am teaching second grade at
Kalona Elementary which is a big change for me since
it’s been a long time since I have been in the regular
classroom. I am both excited and nervous about it.

“What is your favorite thing about EU?”
We have developed many friendships at East Union
with people of all ages. Although we are relatively new
to the congregation, it feels like family to us!
“What is your favorite childhood memory?”
When I was 10 my family moved to Puerto Rico for a
year to do voluntary service. We went to the beach
almost every weekend and had a lot of fun family
adventures.
“What is your favorite quote?” “To laugh often and
much, to win the respect of intelligent people, and
affection of children; to earn the appreciation of honest
critics and endure the betrayal of false friends; to
appreciate beauty, to find the best in others; to leave
the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a
garden patch or redeemed social condition; to know
even one life has breathed easier because you have
lived. This is to have succeeded.” Ralph Waldo Emmerson
“Where would you like to travel and why?”
I would like to travel to Brazil because my parents
worked there with MCC and my sister-in-law and her
family currently live there. I would love to explore the
Amazon and take advantage of the beautiful beaches.
“What do you like to do in your spare time?”
In my spare time I like to read, go shopping, look on
Pinterest and go on walks with my daughter and dog.
“What is something most people wouldn’t know
about you?” I was once pulled over twice in one day.
“What do you love best about your family?” I love
that my family always keeps life interesting. Between
Livia and Josh, there is never a dull moment!
“What is your favorite season and why?”
I love summer. I love being warm and being outside
and not having school is a pretty good perk!

“You are the light of the world. A city
built upon a hill cannot be hid. In the
same way, let your light shine before
others.”
Matthew 5: 14 & 16
Wondering what the new Sunday School
curriculum is all about? Below is a brief
description of each class to help give you
an idea!
Early Childhood: Young children discover the
world through their senses. Music is especially
important in forming young children’s faith, and a
3 to 6 year old’s natural language of prayer is
thanksgiving and praise. In Shine, a child’s
relationship with God flourishes through Bible
stories told in simple language, joyful singing, and
a multitude of sensory activities.
Primary: This age group loves a well-told story.
In Shine, the Bible stories are engaging and
colorfully illustrated, encouraging readers to
immerse themselves in the story and make it their
own. Through activities, children explore the Bible
story in authentic, creative ways.
Middler: These children are growing in their
capacity to articulate questions related to faith.
They desire authentic ways to put their personal
faith into action. Shine provides Bible stories that
stay true to the biblical text. Questions and ideas
for further thought and action help Middlers make
personal connections.
Junior Youth and High School: This group
mature and transform in many ways. New levels of
independence, critical thinking, and complex
relationships mark this stage. Shine engages youth
with relevant questions related to faith and their
lives. Youth connect teachings in the Bible directly
to their lives to develop an authentic faith. Leaders
guide them in developing a personal relationship
with God.

Women’s Bible Study
We will be studying Daniel: Lives of Integrity,
Words of Prophecy; a 12-session by Beth
Moore. Join Beth in a faith-building study of
prophecy and learn how to live with integrity
in today’s self-absorbed society. The
prophet Daniel faced unbelievable pressures
to compromise his faith, to live in a hostile
culture, and to confront temptations and
threats. Today, believers in Jesus Christ face
many of the same trials.
This Old Testament Bible study falls in two
parts. The first portion, from Daniel chapters
1-6, deals with Daniel’s life as he faced the
find of pressures and temptations Christians
encounter today. Daniel models how to
develop enduring integrity in an enticing
world. The second portion, chapters 7-12,
explores thrilling prophecies from the time
of Daniel through the second coming of
Christ.
Beth Swartzendruber has agreed to facilitate
the Bible study. We will begin on Thursday,
September 18th at 7 p.m.
Contact Paulette Hershberger, home phone
656-3208 or email mphersh@kctc.net if you
are interested in learning how to boldly live
in our modern-day Babylon without falling
prey to its allure. Cost for the member
booklet is $20. Make your check payable to
East Union Mennonite Church.

Mennonite Women meeting

and all church project
Tuesday, September 2, 2014.

~ 60 years ago: 1954 ~
September 5 – If you would like to have your
car washed Friday evening please contact Al
Neuenschwander or Ned Miller. This is a
missionary project sponsored by the MYF. For
more details pick up a card at the back of the
church
~ 50 years ago: 1964 ~
September 6 – Bob Moberly from Portland,
Oregon, wishes to thank all those who
remembered him with Birthday Cards.
September 27 – Dorcas Sewing Girls let’s go on
a nature hike, and a picnic. Meet at Clarence
Gingerich’s in Kalona at 6pm Thursday evening,
October 1st.
~ 40 years ago: 1974 ~
September 1 – The Gospel Messengers, a men’s
chorus from Middlebury, Indiana, will be here
for a chorus program Saturday evening,
September 7, 7:30 p.m.
September 15 – It was brought to the council’s
attention that tuition at I.M.S. is $1150 per
student. We have 18 students from East Union.
Parents of students are urged to take care of this
amount on a voluntary basis, if possible. No
contacts are planned.
~ 30 years ago: 1984 ~
September 2 – On Sunday, September 16, we
will be receiving an offering for aid to storm
victims from the West Union Church. A
disproportionate number of West Union’s
members were affected by the storm. Other
sister congregations are also responding with
aid.
September 30 – Young Adults of SE Iowa will
meet Sat., Sept 29th at 6pm for a pig roast and
square dance. Everyone is to bring a covered
dish, their own table service, plus a $1.00 to
cover expenses. It will be held at Greg Young’s
place. For directions contact Norma Schrock.

Practicing Presence: with God

Scripture: Mark 12: 28-31
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9
Devotional leader: Grace Rempel
Project: Relief Kits/Cash for MCC
~ Sack Lunch

God’s Word promises riches
that money cannot buy.
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East Union is now on Facebook!
To keep up to date with church happenings
and current news,
please like our new page!
You can find us under

“East Union Mennonite Church”.
Remember this is YOUR page!
Feel free to post EU event pictures,
prayer requests and praise reports,
personal news, etc.

