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From the Pastor's Desk:   “When God sends rain”   by Firman Gingerich 

 
 

From childhood I remember Jesus words from the Sermon on the Mount. “God sends rain on the just and 

the unjust.” Matthew 5:45 

 

 Having walked in the powder dry deserts of Israel-Palestine helped me rethink the power of these words 

by Jesus. Much of Israel is very dry.  It’s hard to imagine survival without rain.  Rainfall was understood as 

a huge sign of God’s blessing.  In that climate it was necessary to see God as the source of all their life and 

hope. Rainfall was a clear sign of God’s blessing and favor.  How do we grow to trust God for our lives?   

 

 At some levels God sending rain on both the just and unjust has troubled me.  I grew up with a faith-

worldview that if I said my prayers and behaved, played by the rules, (no smoking, no drinking, and no sex) 

then God would bless me in very clear ways.  But this text tells us that God will also provide rain to those 

who don’t play by the rules.  What is fair about that?  Why would God offer life-giving rainfall to evil 

people? 

 

 Around age 13 my faith-worldview started to unravel.  My absolute best soul mate, Raymond drowned 

in a farm pond accident.  He loved Jesus as much as I did.  We were in the same Sunday School Class.  We 

spend countless overnights together.   Why did God not intervene and prevent this drowning accident?  

Where was God’s blessed rain in this? 

 

 As a pastor, Jesus simple metaphor of God sending rain to fall on both the just and the unjust has often 

helped me keep perspective.  I have experienced the rain of God’s blessing in ways far beyond my 

imagination or my deserving.  It’s been a gift to watch and celebrate with so many how God has sent rain 

and blessings.  We also are called to do some of the hardest work of our faith journey when God’s blessings 

don’t come in the way we hope.  Sometimes crops dry up, illness strikes, an accident ends a life, a business 

tanks, and beloved friends or family members make choices that are harmful and destructive.  Yet God 

promises to send rain on the just and the unjust.    

 

 God's view of who deserves rain and who doesn’t is different from my views for which I’m grateful.  

Matthew 5:44-45 says, “But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that 

you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 

sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.  

 

We are all like children of our Father God in Heaven, children as dependent on God for the blessing of rain 

as were our faith ancestors in ancient Israel. 

THE SECOND 

CENTURY  

CHRONICLE 



 
 

Jim Miller - MDS Project in Alaska   On June 30th, 2014, I left for an MDS project in Alakanuk, 
Alaska. There were six of us that left from Anchorage in a twin prop airplane and flew to St Marys, Alaska. Here 
we changed planes to a single engine plane and flew to Alakanuk. The St Marys and Alakanuk airports both 
had gravel runways. The project I worked on was to build two new homes to replace ones that had been 
destroyed by a flood in May of 2013.  Alakanuk is located at the mouth of the Yukon River and is a village with 
around 700 residents. The people living there are Yupik native Alaskans.  All the building materials from the 
framing, to the kitchen sink, to light fixtures had to be shipped in by barge from a lumber yard in Fairbanks, 
Alaska. The barge arrived a day before we got there, so the first full day we had to uncrate and separate things 
before we could start.  We built the homes on permafrost so 
the foundations were wooden pads laying on top of the 
ground with stilts connecting the pads to the floor 
beams.  All the buildings there have to be up on stilts 
because of the permafrost. The first week we framed one 
home and the second week six more people came and put 
the roof and siding on the first home, while our 
original group framed the second home.  Groups of six kept 
coming and going each week throughout the summer, with 
each group staying for a total of two weeks.  Wilbur and 
Mary Litwiller were in charge of the MDS project and 
stayed until it was finished on August 26th. 

 

 

 
    The Crowded Closet Association Meeting was held at Bethel 

Mennonite Church near Wayland, Iowa on Monday evening, 
Sept. 15.  Thirteen Association members were present from 
the fifteen supporting churches.  Board Chair Roger Farmer 
welcomed all in attendance.   Vi Graber, Board Secretary, 
had roll call and read minutes of the March Association 

Meeting. Margaret Miller, Bookkeeper, gave the Financial 
Report.  In the last six months, the Crowded Closet sent $225,000.00 to MCC.   Since 1972, MCC Thrift Shops 
have raised more than $167,144,871.00 to support MCC’s humanitarian work.  The Crowded Closet is one of the 
top four thrift shops contributing to MCC. Manager Betsy Slabaugh had a power point presentation, “Looking 
Good,” which addressed good ways of displaying merchandise, how to choose which donated items to sell in the 
store, etc.  Seventy-five percent of items are purchased within 24 hours of being put on the sales floor. Nici 
Bontrager, Board Treasurer, reported on the audit which was done recently. Those present affirmed new board 
member Jane Schlabaugh of Kalona.  Other Board members not noted above are Lynn Troyer, Donna Yoder, 
and Bob Cumings. New and exciting things continue to happen at the Crowded Closet.  You are invited to be a 
part of the Crowded Closet by volunteering any amount of time that works for you.  Talk to Betsy Slabaugh if 
you are interested, or call 337-5924  -- Charlene Rhodes, East Union Representative 



Camp East Union 

Fall 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

      

 
  

       

 

 

Thanks!  to everyone who helped  

plan and lead our experiences for 

“Camp East Union.” The Saturday 

evening meal, games, conversations, 

movie and snacks all contributed  

to a super time together.  Sunday 

worship and the wonderful fellowship 

meal were memorable in helping 

remind us all of ways God calls us  

to serve him as a people of hope 

together.   Thanks to our Worship 

planning committee for planning  

this event.  Thanks too, to all who 

helped with all the necessary things 

like sound and video, games, food 

preparation and serving,  

and cleanup.   

It was great for me to see the  

joy we experienced in  

being together in this way!   

~ Firman 

 



Who’s that in  
the Pew Next 

to You? 
_______________________ 

 

This month we are getting to know  
Carolyn Detweiler and 4 year old twin sons of 
Tim & Denise Litwiller,  Chance & Colton.   
 

 
 
What do you like best about East Union? 
Colton: Running around outside! 
Chance: Church outside last Sunday (Camp East Union) 
 
Who is your hero and why? 
Colton: My teacher, just because. 
Chance: Grandma Litwiller - because she makes me 
cookies. 
 
What do you want to be when you grow up? 
Colton: A fireman 
Chance: A Construction man 
 
What is your favorite restaurant and what do you 
order there? 
Both: McDonalds! A happy meal with chocolate milk. 
 
What is one of your greatest talents? 
Colton: ABC’s 
Chance: Running fast! 
 
Where is the farthest place you’ve ever been and 
what did you like about it? 
Both: Minnesota. Swimming in the hotel pool. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Hi, I am Carolyn Detweiler.  My husband, Larry, and I 

live on an acreage a mile north of West Union Church.  I 
am the teacher librarian for Mary Welsh Elementary at 
Williamsburg.  We have 3 grandsons we enjoy a lot! 

 

 
“What is your favorite thing about EU?” 
My favorite thing about East Union is the friendships I 
have with the people here.  I enjoy coming to CHOW and 
Camp East Union because I can visit and have fun with 
others that are a different age than I am.  One tradition 
that I especially look forward to each year is when the 
ladies of our Sunday School class go to a Bed & Breakfast 
for a night and a day of shopping.  It is a time we can have 
fun, but also some serious sharing.   

 
“What is your favorite childhood memory?” 
I loved when every summer, my whole family and my 
aunts, uncles, and cousins would spend a day at Lake 
MacBride, eat a picnic lunch and then go swimming. (Our 
parents made us wait an hour after eating--that part 
wasn't so fun!) 

 
“What is your favorite quote?” Since I work as a 

librarian, my favorite quote is about reading: "I love the 
way that each book--any book is its own journey.  You 
open it and off you go.  You are changed in some way, 
large or small, by having traveled with those 
characters." Sharon Creech 

 
“Where would you like to retire and why?” 
We will probably retire right here in Iowa to be close to 
our grandchildren.  A couple years ago we spent some 
time in the mountains in Idaho.  I would love to spend 
time in the summer there.   

 
“What do you like to do in your spare time?” 
I love to read, garden, and play games on my iPad. 
Sometimes I like to bake.  

 
“What do you love best about your family?” I love 

that my extended family enjoys being together.  We laugh 
a lot.  I also enjoy playing sports and games with my 
grandsons. 

 
“What is your favorite dessert?”  An ice cream dessert 

with Oreo crust, vanilla ice cream, with chocolate sauce, 
nuts and Cool Whip on top. Or anything chocolate! 

 

 
 



 
 

~ 60 years ago: 1954 ~ 
October 3 – Seventeen members will be 
received into the fellowship of the Church this 
morning, two by letter and fifteen by baptism. 
Will you welcome them and pray for them? 
October 10 – Members of the class baptized last 
Sunday were: Mary Ellen Beachy, Judy Miller, 
Mary Miller, Cora Mae Yoder, Sheryl Yoder, 
Linda Zook, Eugene Gascho, Rowen 
Hochstetler, Nyle Kauffman, Ronald Piper, John 
Rhodes, Terry Steckly, J. Paul Swartzendruber, 
John Charles Yoder, Donald Zook. 
 

~ 50 years ago: 1964 ~ 
October 18 – The truck for Kansas City will 
leave the 28th. There are those who have 
canned in their homes. Please bring to the 
Church by the 27th. Bring fresh fruits and 
vegetables or anything you’d like to send along 
on the truck. 
October 25 – You still have time to bring 
blankets or other bedding for the MCC Blanket 
drive. Bring to church today or to Al Yoders in 
Kalona not later than Tuesday the 27th. 
 

~ 40 years ago: 1974 ~ 
October 6 – “The Cross and the Switchblade” 
will be shown at IMS on October 12 at 8 pm. 
Tickets are available at the door. Prices are “1.50 
for adults 15 years and over, $1.00 for students 
under 15. The public is invited. 
October 27 – The MYF invites the Freshman 
Class to become a part of our fellowship. We are 
looking forward to having your class with us. 
 

~ 30 years ago: 1984 ~ 
October 21 – We are happy to welcome Doyle 
Geyer into our fellowship as a member with us. 
October 28 – Norman and Virginia Dertstine, 
our new pastor and his wife, will arrive the 
afternoon of October 31. We wish to thank Earl 
Yoder for assisting in the renting of a car for 
their use. 
 

 
 

 

Mennonite Women meeting 
 Tuesday, October 7, 2014.   

 
         Practicing Presence: with Compassion  
    Scripture: Luke 6: 36 
  Genesis 1: 26-28                                                                             

   Devotional leader: Linda Miller  
   Project: Infant Care Kits/ 
 Cash for MCC 
  ~ Bakes Potato Bar 

 
A friend is someone  

who reachesfor your hand  

but touches your heart 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our women’s group has been invited to 

join the West Union Mennonite 

women on Wednesday, November 5th 

at 9 a.m. A noon meal will be 

furnished. We will not be meeting for 

our regular meeting on November 4th. 
 

 

 

EAST UNION MENNONITE CHURCH 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Web Site: www.eastunionmennonite.org 

Email: eucares@kctc.net 
 

Phone Numbers: 

Transitional Pastor:  

      Firman Gingerich – 319-855-8379 (cell) 

Elders: 

Larry Detweiler – 319-828-4461 

Lauralee Kauffman – 354-3304 

Jeff Swartzentruber – 656-4542 

Karen Harvey – 656-3009 

Office Manager:  

Crystal Wade – 319-541-8894 (cell) 


