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From the Pastor's Desk: “What is Your Bid?”
When I was a school teacher at Mid Prairie Elementary I helped clerk auctions at my father-in-laws auction on
Saturdays for a part time job. I had a great time trying to keep up with auctioneer Chet Miller, now deceased. One
of the challenges that Chet seemed to love was to be able to know who was bidding, I would be standing right beside
him looking at a sea of faces, hardly anyone making eye contact. Many of the faces belonged to Amish men with
beards and big hats. I would often say to Chet, “How did you know that person was bidding?” He would just grin
his wonderful Chet Miller grin and say, “Well you know...it just comes with the territory.”
I learned from Chet that some were bidding when they had a toothpick in their mouth, some would put a pencil
behind an ear, some when they had their hat tilted a certain way, and some were bidding when they tugged their
beards. Chet was a master of observation; he seldom misread a bidder’s intent, even if I had no clue who the bidders
were. But I always wondered, what was it about us that we need to be so secretive about our bidding?
I've often gone back to this memory as a pastor. No, congregational life isn't an auction, and thankfully God doesn't
offer forgiveness to the highest bidder. But, there seems to be something about the way we keep our thoughts to
ourselves and our fear of saying something that might offend another person that reminds me of being at a local
auction and needing to guess what people are thinking. I've often thought, “Where is Chet when I'm in a Mennonite
congregational meeting, wondering what people are thinking.”
I have served as a pastor in several congregations who placed a very strong value on kindness and love toward each
other. Both are noble and Biblical attributes for sure. But when it comes time for being honest about our convictions
and disagreements that's much more difficult for us. Congregational meetings become like a community auction, no
one is sure what the other person is thinking, we sit there in silence wondering who will bid next.
Culturally we live in a very polarizing time and we bring strong beliefs and values into our church relationships. I
for one am glad to be giving my life to an endeavor of being a church community, who believes we all have value in
God's sight and we are best served by listening and learning to each other.
1 John 1:5-7 is a foundational text for any stage of pastoral and congregational life. “This is the message we have
heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all
sin.” As God's people seeking to grow in the way of Jesus we are called to walk in the light with each other.
Walking in the light requires courage and truthfulness in our speaking and in our listening. Walking in the light will
lead us to patterns of communication that lie between the subtle anonymous bidding at a community auction and the
animosity of a modern political press conference; it’s speaking the truth in love.
I look forward to ways you and I can grow in speaking the truth in love to each other as we dedicate ourselves to
growing in the way of Jesus.
Walking in the light with you, Firman Gingerich, Transitional Pastor

Mennonite Women meeting

and all church project
Tuesday, August 5, 2014.

~ 60 years ago: 1954 ~
August 1 – The Goodwill Sewing will meet Wed
August 4. The project will be embroidery hoops
and yarn. You may also bring supplies of eggs &
shortening. Mrs. Bill Swartzendruber recently
returned from Puerto Rico will be guest speaker.
August 8 – Any family in our congregation
wishing to sponsor a European Trainee, boy or
girl, for six months, beginning Sept. 10, 1954,
should make application immediately. Blanks
and information can be obtained from Leroy
Miller, Trainee Counselor for this area.
~ 50 years ago: 1964 ~
August 16 – Kenneth Yoder has just returned
from I-W orientation at Elkhart to prepare for a
term of Pax Service at Asoba, Nigeria. His work
will be with the Agriculture Extension Service of
that place. The date for sailing is August 25. We
wish Kenneth the Lord’s blessing in his work.
August 30 – Six men went down to help at
Bonaparte Disaster area Monday. They reroofed
a Community Building and a garage.
~ 40 years ago: 1974 ~
August 4 – John C. Yoders left for Europe this
past week where they will spend 4 months in
Brussels and then spend a year in Zaire. John
will be involved in a research project among a
more remote people from that country.
August 25 – We extend congratulations to Joey
and Alice Hochstetler and Randy and Jody
Miller. They were married at wedding
ceremonies. Also, to Mr. and Mrs. Elmer
Schrock who are celebrating their 50th
anniversary today.
~ 30 years ago: 1984 ~
August 5 – A Praise & Prayer gathering in
preparation for Restoration 84 will be held at
Kalona Mennonite Church on Tuesday evening,
August 7, at 7:30 o’clock. Everyone is welcome.

Strong Partner: Priscilla

Scripture: Acts 18: 1-6, 18-19, 24-28
Romans 16: 3-5
Devotional leader: Marianna Miller
Project: School Kits
~ Salad Luncheon
Senior Citizen’s Dinner

A happy memory never
never wears out.

Senior Dining Lunch
Kalona Mennonite Banquet Hall

August 13th at 11:45 a.m.
All Senior Citizens welcome!

EAST UNION MENNONITE CHURCH
CONTACT INFORMATION
Web Site: www.eastunionmennonite.org
Email: eucares@kctc.net
Phone Numbers:
Transitional Pastor:
Firman Gingerich – 319-855-8379 (cell)
Elders:
Paulette Hershberger – 656-3208
Larry Detweiler – 319-828-4461
Lauralee Kauffman – 354-3304
Jeff Swartzentruber – 656-4542
Office Manager:
Crystal Wade – 319-541-8894 (cell)
Published monthly by and for the members and friends of the
East Union Mennonite Church, P.O. Box 760, Kalona, Iowa
52247. Editor: Crystal Wade, 656-2590
September deadline is August 24, 2014.
All contributions are welcome.

Sierra Leone 2014:
A Mission Trip by Aimee Moberly
This past May I was able to travel to Sierra Leone, Africa with a
group of 16 other people. The trip lasted 10 days and allowed us to visit this
beautiful country that is still recovering from a civil war that took place over
10 years ago. Due to this war the country currently has over 350,000+ orphans
throughout the country, and unfortunately less than 1% of these children are
being taken care of in an orphanage or other facility.
This is where The Raining Season, the organization that I traveled
with, comes into play. TRS (The Raining Season) currently operates an
orphanage called The Covering in Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, where it houses roughly 100 children. This
orphanage is where we spent the majority of our time while we were in country; it is also where we resided for the week.
During our short week there we spent a lot of time at The Covering just loving on the children as much as we
could. We also got the opportunity to help out around the orphanage and complete some miscellaneous projects for them
while we were there. On top of that we got the chance to go out into the community to talk to people about God. During
the rest of the week we were also able to visit another orphanage, spend time praying/talking with families at a children’s
hospital, sight see, hold a VBS at The Covering for local children, and spend a day with a dozen of the children from the
orphanage at a beach. Our week was jam packed with numerous opportunities to spread the love and word of God while
taking in everything that both Sierra Leone and The Covering could give us in the short week we were there.
While in country I could tell that my life was changing thanks to this amazing organization. All through our
preparations I had been told that there was a very good chance that I would walk away being changed more as a person
than any changes that I would leave behind in Sierra Leone. This statement couldn’t be any more true. I loved getting to
spend time with the children and people in Sierra Leone, but what I brought back with me is a lot more than just
memories.
Throughout the trip I could feel God’s presence and could tell that my
faith was getting stronger. Before this trip I had strayed from my faith to the
point where I was incredibly lazy about it. Yes, I went to church when I was
home, but I didn’t do much else than that. This trip however completely
changed my mindset and heart in regards to what my faith is. I’m still working
on making it stronger and continuing my journey with Christ, but because of
this trip I am on the path with Christ that I always thought I had lost. This
change is credited to the daily devotions we had as a team while in country,
the children and staff at the center who are some of the most devoted
Christians I know, and to God who showed himself to me in numerous ways throughout the trip. This trip was honestly
one of the best experiences I have ever had and will always hold a special place in my heart.
A few final thoughts that I would like to end on. First, I wanted to express another huge thank you to the entire
congregation for their love, support, and prayers during the last 8 months as I prepared for this trip. It truly means the
world to me. Second, for those of you who do not already know I would like to announce that I am already signed up to
return to Sierra Leone next May with the same team leader.  I am incredibly excited to see what God has in store for all
of us next year. Lastly, if you would like to learn more about The Raining Season (their efforts, more about the
organization, and how you can help) please visit therainingseason.org for more information or feel free to talk to me.

MISSIONS CONTINUED:
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For three months this past spring I lived with two different host families studying
and volunteering in Peru. We studied the history and culture of Peru, along with
Spanish for the first six weeks. The second six weeks we all split off to
volunteer throughout the country. I worked in a soup kitchen, making food for 50
little children every day.
In those three months I experienced some of the best times of my life and some of
the hardest. But through and through I was able to turn to God. Without the
constant distractions, that are nearly always present in my life in the United
States, of cell phones, computers or TVs, I found a lot more free time. This
presented the perfect opportunity for prayer. I found the Peace of God in the
difficult times and said many prayers of thanksgiving in the good times.
I would not trade the experiences of those three months for anything. While it is
wonderful to be reunited with friends and family here in the United States, I will
forever miss all my new friends and family in Peru. I am so thankful for all of the fantastic memories that I can
keep forever!
~ Gretchen Geyer

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Back to School!
During the month of August E.U. Mennonite Women are asking for your help to purchase
school supplies for overseas children. Donations can be given to Mennonite Women if this would
be easier for you and we can purchase supplies. Please give donations to Loretta Kauffman,
Dorothea Moberly or Linda Wooldridge.
Please bring supplies and place them on the table in the foyer thru the month of August.
These will later be assembled into bags.






4 spiral notebooks 70-80 pages
8 unsharpened #2 pencils
1 flexible ruler (30cm & 12 inch markings)
1 large eraser (1/2 x 2 inches)
1 box colored pencils (12-20 in box)

Who’s that in
the Pew Next
to You?
_______________________

This month we are getting to know
Lou Miller and Drew Blauvelt.

Hi, I am Lou (Schlabach) Miller. I grew up on a farm
near Sharon Center and attended a one room school
until 6th grade. It was in 6th grade when I attended
Kalona Elementary that I got to know Jerry (the fastest
reader in class). I graduated from IMS and Hesston
College. Jerry & I were married at East Union in 1976.
We have two sons, Shane is a ER nurse in Portland,
OR. Brett is part of the IT department at Pearson in
Iowa City. I have always enjoyed sewing and ran a
bridal business from our home for 25 years. I presently
work at Mercy Hospital as the Gift Shop
manager/buyer.
“What is your favorite thing about EU?”
East Union has always been a part of me. It is the
church I have attended all my life. To me it is family.
“What is your favorite childhood memory?”
The summer we had our cousins pony named Peanuts.
“Where would you like to retire and why?”
I would like to retire someplace where there are
mountains, snow and summer with no humidity.

Hi am Andrew Meyers Blauvelt, you know me as
Drew. I am 12 and will be in the 7th grade at the
Kalona middle school. My favorite class is
reading. I love to read for enjoyment also. I read
the most minutes in the 6th grade for my section. I
will be going out for cross country this fall and
basketball. In the winter I have been a part of the
Washington Water Sharks swim team for 4 years
and really enjoy it. I did 6 years of Taekwondo at
the Washington Y and have earned my 2nd
degree black belt. I am a part of the Limecreek
Livewires 4-H group and have shown cows all 3
years. I enjoy animals a lot. So maybe I would
like to be a farmer or a baseball player when I
grow up. Talking about baseball, it’s one of my
favorite sports. I really look up to Jackie
Robinson, I have read books and studied his life.
He really made a difference. We took a trip out
to California a couple of years ago. That is the
farthest place I have been. We went to the Jelly
Belly factory and I loved seeing the golden gate
bridge. I love spending time with my family, One
of the things I like to do with them is play spoons.
I love lots of different foods, but one of my
favorites is hot wings. I love to eat at Buffalo Wild
Wings. Oh, and I have tried the hottest sauce
they have...no problem.
I enjoy attending
East Union, I like everything about it and I really
enjoy JYF.

“What is your favorite dessert?”
It depends on the day. I enjoy a variety of desserts. I
also enjoy making them almost as much as eating
them. It is hard to pick my favorite dessert, but my
favorite ingredient in dessert is chocolate.
“What do you like to do in your spare time?”
I love to be outside, so I gravitate toward outside
activities, biking, hiking, gardening and skiing. I have
always been interested in design and creativity and I
find enjoyment in sewing.
“What is something most people wouldn’t know
about you?” That I like to follow horse racing. I
blame it on the fact that I have a short attention span
and traditional sports last too long.
“What is your favorite season and why?”
Fall. I love the crisp air and all the wonderful colors.
Not having to run the AC or furnace!

Summer of 2013 in Glacier National Park, Montana

